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My Meditation of Him shall be swect:—Who giveth snow like wool ; 
scattercth the hour frost like ashes, and casteth forth kis ice like morsels,— 
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Caroline, 


MARCHIONESS OF QUEENSBERRY. 


crenath Qntie—a- 


MADAM, 

IT is not my intention to disgust your 
delicate ears with Jlatiery, nor will it, tT pre-' 
sume, be accounted so, when I say, that the il- 
~ lustrious and noble Family from which you 
are descended, for Patriotism and acts of 
Hospitality, stand unrivalled by any in the 
annals of Britain; jor who has not heard of 
the splendid eehas of the Buccleuch Family ; 
and, im particular, of the benevolence of her 
Grace the Dowager Duchess! ? whose unparal- 
lelled Charities will immortalize her name, 
_ and endear her memory to future generations, 
while they gratefully y recount what vast num- 
bers of the poor have been fed and clothed by’ 
her bounty at all times, and especially in the 
pinching season of Winter ; and that her good- 
ness was not confined to those of the human 
species alone, but, like that of her great Crea- 
tor, extended also to many of the wild beasts 
of the earth, and fowls of the air, whose wants 
she liberally supplied, by causing food to be 
laid in their way. 


iv DEDICATION. 


Madam, may you still continue to shew your- 
self the true Daughter of so worthy and ho- 
noured a Mother, of which indeed you have 
already given such ample proofs as will make 
your most noble title and blessed memory to 
be held in veneration by thousands, when, 
after (and O! that it may be first a very long 
period) your Ladyship, I hope, shall be ex- 
alted, to fill an infinitely higher station in the 
realms of Bliss. It is therefore with the ut- 
most pleasure [ commit to your patronage the 
following little work, in which, tf there be any 
thing that shall meet with your Ladyship’s 
approbation, it will be highly gratifying to, 

MADAM, | 
Your Ladyship’s most cakeicaie: 
much obliged, 
and very humble Servant, 
JAMES FISHER. 


Dumfries, April Ist, 1813. 


P.S. Madam, please permit me here, for the amusement of 
your amiable the Right Honourable young Ladies, to introduce 
the following little Poem ; which may stand for a small memo- 
rial of the unbounded beneficence of her Grace, their truly illus- 
trious, worthy, and most noble Grandmother. 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN A 


Redbreast and a Swallow: 
eS a 


As on a sultry summer’s day, 
A Robin sought the leafy shade : 

A Swallow, hawking, ehanc'd that way, 
And, scoffing, to the Redbreast said : 


«* While loitering there among the trees, 
Thou'lt richly sure on nothing dine ; 

Is this a time to loll at ease, 
When days are fair and sun does shine 2” 


*©Ob! Mr. Swallow, is this thee ?”’ 
Then Robin reached himself, and said, 

«¢ Thou’rt welcome from beyond the sea ; 
Come roost a little in the shade. 


«* Let gnats and flies escape a while,— 
Why yet so eager on the chaee :”’ 

“© Because that I upon this isle 
Must only stay a little space.” 


vi 


“ Well, Mr Swallow, true, but then, 
Thou know’st the summer is but young ; 

But come, I wont thee long detain ;” 
Then to a wall the Swallow clung. 


After some compliments were pass’d, 
The latter said, ‘‘ Pray Robin, hear, 

Does that fine vest of thine still last, 
With vivid colour all the year ?” 


«Yes, Mr. Swallow, yes, it does, 
And brighter in the winter time.” . 
“<T wonder, Robin, thou should’st choose 
To live in such a cold bleak clime.”’ 


“‘ And I,” said Robin, ‘‘ am surpris’d, 
That thou emigrate shouldst away ; 
But fools will never be advis’d, 
Let men or birds say what they may.” 


©] can’t endure the winter's cold, 

Nor then could I find any flies ; 
Therefore, I it true wisdom hold, 

‘To seek my food ’neath milder skies.” 


“* My friend, thy maxim is not good, 
I think thy coat’s as thick as mine ; 
Why can’t thou choose some other food, 
And for a while the gnats resign ? 


I, that on worms and spiders feed, 
Can very well the same forego, 
And richly feast on crumbs of bread, 

In time of winter's frost and snow. 


In Scotia I've liv’d many a day, 

Free from the claws of hawk or puss, 
When winter comes I fly away, 

With other birds to yon fam’d house.* 


Where there, its owner's liberal hand 
So amply does our wants supply, 
That scarcely winter in the land 
My comrades either feel or I. 


In vernal months we all combine 
Around her bowers, and sweetly sing ; 
Whereas that chatt’ring song of thine 
Is never heard at all in spring.” 


At this the Swallow took affront, 

And quickly from the Red-breast flew ; 
Then Robin did as he was wont, 

And all his fathers used to do. 





* Dalkeith House. 
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PREFACE. 
— 


THOUGH Spring, Summer, and Autumn are 
confessedly the most delightful seasons, on the 
objects of which the enraptured eye dwells with 
inexpressible delight ; yet neither is Winter, 
though justly deemed the most barren of the 
four, altogether without its charms: Nay, on 
the contrary, they are numerous and grand. 
True, indeed, amidst the howling tempest, the 
sheets of ice, and the mountains of snow, the 
natural sight cannot well trace them out, yet, 
to the eye of penetration, they will appear in 
all their grandeur and to great advantage ; for 
though they may not be so soft and alluring as 
those presented to the gaze in the vernal 
months, the pride of Summer, and the luxuri- 
ance of Harvest, they are no less striking and 
sublime; for where can we behold such a bril- 
liant sight as the starry firmament in a clear 
Winter’s evening ? A view of that magnificent 
spectacle made the king of Israel ery out with 
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astonishment, ‘ Lord, what is man that thou 
art mindful of him” Psalm viii. 4. The other 
seasons rather shew forth the benignity and 
goodness of our Almighty Creator; but in this 
we are more immediately presented with ma- 
nifestations of the power and majesty of Him 
who rideth upon acherub, and fiieth on the 
wings of the wind, who maketh darkness his 
secret place, and whose pavilion round about 
him are dark waters and thick clouds of the 
skies. Psalm xviii. 10, 11, by whose breath 
frost is given, and the breadth of the’ waters 
is straitened. Job xxxvii. 10. Fire, hail, snow, 
vapour, and stormy winds are commanded to 
praise him; and do not these inanimate crea- 
tures do so, when they influence men to that 
indispensible and all-delightful duty? And, 
indeed, if these wonderful works of the Omni- 
potent Being be duly considered, they will af- 
ford ample matter for praise. It is in order to ' 
draw some useful inferences to this end, from 
the various vicissitudes of Winter, that the fol- 
lowing little work has been composed: but 
how far the Author has succeeded in this at- 


tempt, must remain with the candid reader to 
determine. 


PREFACE. Xi 








Owing to the small-pox, from about two 
years of age, the Author having seen neither 
the beauties of Spring, the charms of Summer, 
the luxuriance of Harvest, nor the sublimities 
of Winter, precludes the necessity of making 
any apology for what incorrectness may ap- 
pear in his descriptions. 


If it be asked, then, by what means he has 
acquired that little knowledge of nature he 
possesses? Let it suffice to say, that, from 
his earliest years, he accustomed himself to the 
boyish diversions of his time, freely mixing 
with those of his peers in all their rural a-— 
musements, such as rambling through the 
woods, and fishing in the brooks in summer, 
throwing snow-balls, and sporting on the ice 
in winter ; for all which Minyhive,* the place 
of his birth, afforded him ample scope, being 
delightfully situated among clear running 
brooks, surrounded with fine verdant woods, 
and encompassed by lofty green hills: add to 
this, that since he attained to manhood, his 





* A village in Scotland, seventeen miles west of Dumfries, 
in the same shire. ' 
B2 * 
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chief amusements have been those of walking 
in the fields, music, and books. 


Now, that the following Work may be the 
‘happy means, through grace, whether in the 
Winter of the year, of age, or affliction, to 
warm our hearts with love to God and benevyo- 
lence to men, is the sincere wish and hearty 
prayer of its 

AUTHOR. 


A 


WINTER SEASON. — 





PARFL 





ARGUMENT. 
= 

The setting in of the Winter—A great fall of Snow.— 
Boisterous Winds.—Flash of Lightning.—Loud Clap of 
Thunder-—Dreadful Morning.—Beasts of the Field.— 
Fowls of the Air.—The Redbreast noticed—A lame Beg- 
gar.—Poor Robin addressed—~The Storm subsides a little. 
-—-The employment of Neighbours.—The Foddering of 
Catile—The care of the Grazier.—Spring compared with 
Winter—A Shepherd observed.—Some Sheep relieved from 
under the Snow.—A Rustic shooting a Hare—The Roads 
blocked up.—No Mails arrived.—Children playing among 


the Snow.—Trees stripped of their foliage-—The Holly, 
the Laurel, the Ivy, and other Shrubs. 





A 


inter Season. 
PART I. 


IN midst of dark December’s howling blast, 
Out from his quarters in the frigid zone 
Comes surly Winter, in his car of iron ; 

- Drawn on by furious, foaming, snow-white steeds, 
Escorted by his angry northern band ; 
Which raves, and roars, and rages all around, 
Despoiling Nature of her rosy charms ; 
And now sits down to storm her green domains: 
Hostilities have rig’rously commenced ; 
And this sad morn, so fast the batteries play, 
That verdant Nature every where shrinks. back ; 
But wisely she this trying time foresaw 
In Autumn, by his sullen looks at eve, 
And, with industrious hand, stor’d up her fruits 
For her supply, while lasts the grievous siege. 


May not this remind me of the ap 
goodness of the God of nature, who, fror 
eternity, foreseeing ghe' dreadful winter which 
__.the Prince of darkness would bring over all the 
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moral world, through the fall of man, in the 
councils of peace, determined to send the Son 
of his love to ransom from the hands of law 
and justice whosoever should believe on him; 
to deliver them from the power of Satan ; and 
to restore all such to the glorious iteenty of 
the sons of God, the divine image, and a 
never-ending spring of felicity above. 


Falling rapidly, and drifting on heaps, are 
the flakes of snow; while the boisterous wind, 
roaring furiously, disbranches the trees, and 
threatens to overturnevery habitation of man. 
- To heighten the terrific scene, ah! whata flash 

of lightning, followed by a tremendously loud 
clap of thunder! Dreadful storm indeed ! Can 
any be moreterrible? Yes: the royal Psalmist 
infortns us of one ‘incomparably - more so; for 
God, saith he, § ‘upon the wicked shall ieath 
* snares, fire.and brimstone; and: an. horrible 
‘tempest:? Psal. xi. 6. And:such an horrible 
storm the sinners in Sodom awfully experienced 
‘that morning on which it was evacuated. by 
righteous. Lot; yet, wicked as those of Sodom 
and Gomorrah were, the Scriptire assureth 
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us, that it shall be more tolerable for them in 
the day of judgment, than for the finally im- 
penitent under the light of divine revelation. 
Tremble, then, at the eternal storm of wrath 
which shall shortly overtake you, if you still 
continue in sin; O Gospel despisers; and learn 
a lesson from the beasts of the field and fowls 
of the air; many of which, foréseeing the ap- 
proach of this dreadful hurricane, have fled to 
their shelters: 


From these irrational creatures, you who 
are endowed with rationality, and who believe; 
_at least pretend to believe, that an unspeakable 
storm of wrath shall shortly overtake the 

workers of iniquity, learn from them, timely 
to provide for your safety: even to fly to that 
refuge which God, of his unmerited mercy, 
hath provided for you, namely, the Man Christ 
Jesus ; who is God equal with the Father, and 
who i 6 ‘an hiding-place from the wind, and 
‘ a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water 
in a dry place ; as the shadow of a greatrock 
fin a weary land, Isa. xxxii: 2. Nor need 
you fear being rejected, since, for your en- 
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couragement, amazing love! the Lord ‘hath 
graciously said : * Let the wicked forsake his 


‘way, and'the unrighteous man his thoughts, 


“and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
“‘have mercy, Upon him, and to our God, for he 
“will abundantly pardon, > Isa. ‘We 7. “But 
‘should any of you say, how dare I ever ‘hope 
‘for mérey, my sins ate'so’ unaccountably great, 
and of so deep a'‘dye! True, this'may be SO ; 
and yet you may well expect forgiveness, ‘if 
you apply for it in God’s way. ‘ Come now, 
“and lét us reason together,’ saith the Lord : 
* Though ‘your sits be'as scarlet, they shall be 
“as ‘White as show; though they ‘be ‘red ‘like 
i crimson, they shall be as wool,’ Isa. i. 18. 
Shotld'some yet farther object, ‘and Say, ‘But 
‘Thy sing have not only been exceedingly great, 
but long continuéd th, and against much light: 
Well, this may have been the ¢ase; ‘yet you 
‘have not the smallest cause to despair, ‘if you 
will only fly én the wings ‘of faith to ‘Christ 
Jesus; for, to put ‘the mattér beyond doubt, 
‘and finally to silence 'all ‘Your sertiples, ‘aston- 
ishing love! he’ ‘hath expr essly said, ‘Him that 
© cometh to me Iwill d in no wise cast out,’ John 
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vi. 37.—These are glorious, encouragements 
and gracious invitations indeed, which, if you 
accept, you ‘shall. be saved, but if not, you 
must inevitably perish. ‘Those who will not 
hear Christ’s  entreating voice in the Gospel 
day, say ing, ‘ Come unto me,’ shall hear his 
condemning voice inthe jndgment day, saying, 

‘ Depart from me.” ts 20! 


The redbreast now chirps at my door, soli- 
citing a few crumbs, and lodging x for a little 
from the tempestuous blast.. Yes, gentle robin, 
I will pity thee; but. how many of my poor 
brethren still stow deserve my compassion, 
who may be this morning begging from door 
to door the necessaries of life ? 


Just while I muse, a poor lame object plies 
The knocker at yon son of Mammon’s door, 
Which, , owing to his ardent raps, at iv 

Its owner opens half, but shuts again 
Without e’er listening: to the tale of grief.— 
.Unfeeling man! has wealth, like chilling frost, 
Froze up thy heart against a/brother’s woe? 
Then thon thyself art really poor indeed : 


Cc & 
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And know, vain man, that Dives thus was poor, 
Though scarlet-clad and fed with sumptuous. fare, 
And shewed his poorness in the lowest hell, 
When he for water begg'd but none could get, 
No, not one drop, to cool his scorched tongue ; 
But Lazarus at his gates in rags was rich, 

_ And shew’d his riches in the highest hiisiran 
When he in faithful Abra’m’s bosgm lay. 
Think, man, the lot of Dives may. be thine, acd 
While that of Laz’rus this poor helpless man’s, 
Whom cruelly thop from thy door hast spurn’d. 
Methinks I see him dragging through the snow, - 
By means of crutches, his unwieldy limb, 
While briny tears run down his aged cheeks, 
And at the skirts of his long hoary beard, 
In pendant icicles arrested, hang. 
‘Sight this, enough to move a heart of stone ; i 
Nay, even for A of Afric’s blackest dye ;_ ; 
How much more, then, for one so near to us, 
Allied in colour and profession both. 


’ 


= 
5 et 


He can be no Christian, indeed, who re- 
maineth unmoved at such a scene of indigent. 
distress,—O, what reason have I to be thankful, 
that such, or similar, is not my case in this se- . 
vere season !—-May I thenimprove the temporal 
good things which I am entrusted with for the. 
glor y of God and the good of my poor brethren. 
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But, poor Robin, I had almost forgotten thee ; 
from fluttering and hopping at first about my 
window and door, thou hast got a little more 
confidence, and art now in the middle of the 
floor, timorously eyeing all around: Be not 
afraid, poor Robin, Puss is not in the way, and 
nothing, while under my roof, shall harm thee. 
Pick up these few crumbs, gentle Robin, to 
which thou art heartily welcome; perhaps thou 
wilt cheer me with thy song in the spring, and 
that will be an ample compensation for any lit- 
tle services Ican render thee in this severe sea- 
son; and if I be so fortunate as to relieve any 
of my poor brethren in this season of distress, 
may not I expect:to find my account with in- 

“4erest in their prayers! At any rate, if I do acts 
__ of charity from proper motives, I shall not miss 
a recompence; yet, that will be a reward of 
grace and not of debt; for what can I, or any, — 
give to the people of the Lord, but what we 
have first received from the God of his people, 
and are entrusted with to lay out to his glory ? 

If there were nothing else to encourage us to 
‘acts of benevolence, one would think the fol- 
Jowing passage more than sufficient to excite 
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us, to that duty: —‘ Blessed is he that consi- 
‘dereth the poor; the Lord will deliver.him in 
“time of HiGublos The Lord will preserve him 
‘and keep him alive; and he shall be. blessed, 
‘upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him 
‘unto, the. will of his enemies. The Lord: will 
‘ strengthen him upon. the. bed of languishing: 
‘thou wilt make.all his bed in his sickness’ 
Psalmy xii. 1, 2,3... Besides, if we relieve any 
of the poor a belong to Christ, our Saviour 
setteth it down as done.to. himself. _For,, saith 
he, ‘1 was-an hungered, and ye gave.me. meat; 
‘I was.a, stranger and ye took me in; naked, 
“and ye elothed me: I was in: prison,and ye 
‘came untome. Matth. xxv. 35, 36. He also 
addeth, ¢ Verily I say unto. you, in as muchas» 
« ye have done it unto one of the least of these | 
‘my brethven, ye have done itunto me.’ Matth. 
xxv. 40. Let, then, none say they would have 
been hospitable to Christ had, they lived. in 
Judea in the, days..of his flesh, who can now 
shut up, their bowels. of compassion against 
those of their poor brethren, whom, in charity 
they judge to belong to him. And neither 
ought our charity to. be confined, altogether to 
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our Christian brethren ; for we are’ commanded 
to be perfect, even‘as our Father who is in hea- 
ven is perfect. Matth. v. 48; therefore we must 
imitate ‘his goodness, whose tender mercies 
are over alll his works. . 


Buber the storm chawanend subside a little, 
let me venture out and observe my neighbours; 
some of whom ate clearing away the snow from 
their doors, while the house-maids carry forth 
their ashes, and others are busy at the hay-_ 
ricks, in providing for their cattle, some of 
which ruminate in the shed, while many, rear- 
ing their heads to the ‘storm, bellow ‘in the 
blast, standing deep in the snowy vallies ; but 
‘observing, with their big grey ‘eyes, the: ap- 
proach of the rustics laden with hay, dash for- 
ward with gladsome low to mect their fodder. 


Af the wrazier had not taken care to provide 
for ‘this rigorous ‘season, many of his ‘cattle 


faust ‘have’ inevitably perished, there being no 
a i for them 5 now ‘in the: field.” 


0, ioe enbeiGd are men oe their bodies, 
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goods, and cattle, while many of them neglect 
that which is the most valuable to them of all 
things else in the world, even their own im- 
mortal and precious souls! And O, how asto- 
nishing is it, that some men will express more 
concern at hearing tell that they are in danger 
of losing a horse, a cow, or even, perhaps, 2 fa- 
vourite dog, than they will be at hearing that 
they are in danger of losing eternally their 
own souls! Stupidity this, that baffles all de- 


scription ; in comparison of which unutterable’ 


folly, that of the Roman Emperor was wisdom, 
who, being told that Rome was destroyed, and 
supposing it to be his favourite hen, which he 
had called by that name, made great lamenta- 
tion; but, on his being informed that it was: 
_ not Rome the hen, but Rome the city thatwas 
destroyed, he appeared quite tranquil. 


al What a dazzling prospect is now before me! 
— When last I made my excursion this way in 
_ Spring, the flowery meads, fields ofcorn, bloom- 


| ing woods, and verdant hills, delighted the en- 


_Taptured eye; while distant villas and lofty 
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domes diversified the scene, and added gran- 
deur to the pleasant landscape: 


But now, ah! sad reverse, all rob’d in white, 
Deep hid from view is every field-born charm 
Which all-enriching harvest left unglean’ dj. 
While dazzling plains, and ‘glistening hills of snow; 
' Increasing still, glare every where around, 
- The sons of yonder forest shorten'd séem, 
_ As to thé blast they nod their hoary heads; 
And from their arnis shake of their shining load. 
In gazing long, the watery eye recoils 
From sights which tend te freeze the springs of life. 


Now, may ‘not these meatal of nature 
remind us of the changes which take place in 
e life of man? See him smiling. in infancy, 
ots ee in childhood, and gamboling in youth; 
while cheerfalness, the image of his tranquil 
mind, reflected on his cheek, wantons in his 
eyes, and plays in every feature of his coun-- 
. tenance. Mark his vivacity and manly courage, 
"his well-braced nerves and strong-set limbs, 
which make him equally fit for the plough-tail 
_or the honours of the ‘field ;—and say, is not 
the spring-time of life truly delightful ! But 
D 
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view him next in the winter of age, when the 
wrinkled cheeks and hoary head point him 
out sinking under the weight of years, with 
tottering steps, eyes become dim, and grinders 
few. How tasteless then to him are all the 
pleasures of life! Childhood and youth, he de- 
clares, are vanity, while labour and sorrow 
only remain: Happy is he, then, alone, who 
can in some Measure sing it out with the Apo- 
stle of the Gentiles: ‘I have fought a good 
‘ fight, 1 have finished my course, I have kept 
‘the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me 
*a crown of righteousness.’ 2 er iv. 7, 8. 


Yonder, ; attended by his faithful dog, 
Wrapt i in his’ plaid, with sturdy crook in hand, . “tebe 
_A painful Shepherd mounts the neighbouring hin, oa 
‘To seek, no doubt, his harmless fleecy, charge; 
Which. ere this time to shun the furious blast, 
Have heedlessly down’ to the hollows rush’d, 
“Where drifted o'er with show, entomb’ "a they lie, 
‘And perish must. Yet some of them maylive, -—- 
Till, where their heat of breath and body thaws | 
By them, for hunger's eaten to the mould, y 
Just then, perchance, when :the last root is gone, , 
T heir shining grave, the Shepherd he may find, 
The deep wreath Chet, and bid the prisoners live. 
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‘Thus it is often with respect to the sheep of 
Christ’s pasture; even in temporal straits, the 
time of their extremity is frequently the time 
of his mercy. . Hagar found it so, when wan- 
dering in the wilderness of Beersheba, the last 
drop of water in the bottle being spent, and 
she had cast young Ishmael. under one of the 
sheubs; and was sat. down, at some. distance. to 
weep, saying, Let,me not see the death of the 
child: Lo, then, the angel of God called to 
her out of heaven, spoke comfortably to her, 
bade her hold the lad in-her hand, opened her 
eyes, and graciously shewed her a well of wa- 
ter, out of which she replenished the bottle, 
and refreshed her fainting son.. Gen, chap. 

_ xxi. 14,—20. Likewise the widow of Sarepta 
found it so, when she, had gone, forth, to gather 
sticks, in order, to make ready. her last morsel, 
that her son and. she might eat before their 
death. Then it was that she met. with Elijah 
the prophet, through whose means they were 
all mercifully kept alive during the famine: 
Neither the handful of meal i in, the barrel, nor 
the. little oil i in the cr use, being suffered to fail 
‘till the Lord sent'rain upon the earth. 1, Kings 

D2 
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chap. xvii. 10O—17. And it was when the ship 
was covered with waves, that our Lord arose, 
and rebuked the wind and the sea, and there 
was a great calm. Matth. chap. viii. 24—27, 
Tt was likewise when Peter was beginning to 
sink, that the Lord stretched forth his hand 
and caught him; and brought him safely into 
the ship. Matth. chap. xiv. 30, 31... Innume- 
rable more instances we have in the Scrip- 
tures, of the Lord’s interposing for his people’s 
delivery in times of their greatest difficulties: 
But what the apostle saith in another case, 
Hebrews, chap. xi. 32, so may Jin this; for 
the time would fail me to tell of the deliver- 
ances which Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Jo-= 
nah, the apostle Paul, and many others, re: 
corded ‘in holy writ, experienced in times of 
extremity; from all which, believers should 
take encouragement. alvadsl to trust in God; 
and even when they can see no human proba- 
bility of delivery ; saying with Abraham, Je- 
hovah-jireh, that is, the Lord will see or pro- 
vide, Gen. chap. xxii. 14, they may still sing, 
with the church of old, ‘God is our refuge and 
‘strength, a very present help in. trouble; 
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‘ therefore will not we fear, though the earth 
“be removed, and though the mountains be 
‘carried into.the midst of the sea, though the 
‘ waters thereof roar and be troubled, though 
‘ the mountains shake with the ee there- | 
‘of; there is a river, the streams whereof shall 
‘dante glad the city of God, the holy place of 
‘ the tabernacles of the Most High.’ Psal. xlvi. 
1—5. However others do, Omay I, for my 
part, imitate the faith of Habakkuk, saying, | 
‘ Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither 
‘ shall fruit be in the vine, the labour of the 
‘ olive shall fail, and the field shall yield no 
‘ meat, the flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
‘ and there shall be no herd in the stalls; yet 
‘| will rejoice in the Lord; I will joy in the 
‘God of my salvation; the Lord God is my 
‘ strength, and he willmake my feet like hind’s 
‘ feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine 
‘high places. Habakkuk; chap. iii. 17, to 
ie end... 


“This way, and that, on Pate glistening plain, 
* rustic stalks, with fowling- piece in hand, 
And closely traces on the new-fallen snow, 
The winding footsteps of the timorous hare. 
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Poor thing, may’st thou elude his keenest search! © 
But vain the wish,—behind that snow- -clad thorn 
He doubtless sees her lurking, for he stops 5 _ 
Ah! he fires, and the harmless creature falls. 
-Unfeeling man! was’t not enough that she 
‘Had. been deprived of feeding in the fields, 
But thou must:hunt,. to take away her life ? 
-That had been hard enough at any time, 
But this to do in midst, of Nature’ s grief, 
Unnat'ral i is, and cruel i in the extreme. 


Yet, happy were it, if man only thus took. 
the advantage of the inferior animals; but, 
alas, how often doth he not even take the ad- 
vantage of his fellow-creatures in times of dis- . 
tress! Have we not frequently seen the man 
of affluence, when a reverse of fortune hath 
taken place, lightly esteemed, nay, even de- 
spised, by those who once highly honoured him 
and courted his.favours : Thus, David, when 
flying from the unnatural rebellion of his son 
Absalom, was forsaken and persecuted by his 
prime minister, Ahithophel, and cursed and 
thrown stones at by Shimei; and is it not 
common. in our, day, that when the winter of 
adversity nippeth, the. spring of prosperity in 
any man, that the corrosive breath of calumny 
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is often heard to blast his reputation ?. Such 
and: such was his conduct, saith evil report, 
which brought him to this: and: when any 
thing offers. to raise him again in the world, 
the whispering voice of envy doth what it can 
to’ prevent his advancement.:—since he is 
down, keep him.so, seemeth:to be with some, 
alas, too many, the prevailing maxim. O, how 
cruel hath the fall of Adam made man to his 
brother man! that, instead of rejoicing in his 
prosperity, he too often taketh pleasure in his 
adversity. This plainly sheweth that he has 
lost the image of God, and only found that of 
the deyil. O that I, for my part, may do what 
Lean, with the thoughts of charity to coun- 
teract the flood: of evil-speaking, which, alas! 
prevaileth so much in our day: if so, though 
I eannot stem its torrent in the world, I shall 
bank it out: of my own soul. Charity is one 
_of the fruits of the spirit ; and he that is with- 
out it-hath no evidence that he is either spi- 
Titual or belongeth te Christ. . 


: " ‘The roads are nowall completely blocked up, 
‘so'that not a carriage can pass, and no mails 
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have arrived this morning. What a stop is 
now put to travelling! Were this storm, in all 
its rigour, to continue but for a few months, 
business depending on travelling would greatly 
suffer ; but this we may well hope will not be 
the case: But how shall it be removed ? Can 
the power of man, or of all men put together, 
loose the earth from its bands, make the south 
wind blow, or command the rain to descend, 
and melt the snow from the hills ?—No, only 
he that giveth snow like wool, scattereth the 
hoar-frost like ashes, and casteth forth his ice 
like morsels, can send forth his mighty word and 
melt them again. Psalm cxlvii. 1]6—19.. From 
these we may see, that since man cannot per- 
form these works which are according to na- 
ture, much less can he those that are superna- 
tural. Let nomanthen think, that by the power 
of rhetoric or moral reasoning, nay, even by 
preaching the gospel itself, he can melt down 
the hard heart of a sinner, and convert him 
from the evil of his ways: No, none but He 
who made man can convert man, and take 
away the hard heart: true, indeed, in the for- 
mer case, no means can be used by man, but 
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in that of the latter these are expressly com- 
manided 5 yet, no ineans, however good of them- 
selves, must be rested in; and happy were it, 
if both ministers ahd ‘people would look above 
them to the God of ordinances, and from him ~ 
alone expect the blessing. —However others 
dd, O that I may still look above the servants’ 
Heda, to. behold the master; for if Ido not so, 
I shall return a8 unsatisfied from ordinances, 
asa ‘thirsty man, Seeking drink, would. frown 
an empty well: Iti is hot the well but the water 
in the well that « ean quench thirst; So, it is not 
the ordinances; but the blessing in the ordi: 
nances that éan satisfy the soul. . We read of 
nobles Sending their little ones to the waters, 
and that fa came to the pits, but, finding 1 no 
water, Fettirn d with their vessels empty, were 
SemAHEA!, BH fotirided, ‘and covered their heads. 
Jeremia wh xiv. 3. And, alas! do not too 
many, whee noble in seeking after the things | 
oF ‘thew ofld; itt ordinanées only send forth — 
theif Tittle desires for spiritual blessings ? 2 No 
wonder) then, that so many return from these 
Wells of 2a AION with their vessels empty; 
such, wile ed, should be greatly ashamed, and 
r E 
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-on coming home, enter their closets, and hum- 
bly confessing their sins, pray for more en- 
largement of heart, and greater desires after 
spiritual good. When we come to public or- 
dinances, these wells of salvation, what the 
woman of Samaria once said to Christ, mis- 
taking his meaning, may be often truly said 
with respect to us,—we have nothing to draw 
with, and the well is deep: We want faith, and 
therefore no wonder that we cannot drink of 
the water of life. This naturally leadeth us 
to enquire what kind of faith is saving. Sa- 
ving faith is nothing else than a crediting of 
‘God’s word ; and a taking hold of the offered 
mercy with as much confidence as if it were not 
offered to another in the world but ourselves ; 
in some manner like little children which I ob- 
served playing among the snow, bift no sooner 
did their father come out and call them, say- 
ing, if any of you will come into the house, 
well; but whosoever does not, shall have the 
door shut upon him, and be left to perish in 
the storm ;, presently each of the little fellows 
ran to him, with as much confidence as if he 
had only called himself: Just so, perishing sin- 


PART I. A WINTER SEASON. | 85 





ners, who are sporting themselves with their 
own deceivings, exposed to the storm of infi- 
nite wrath, should embrace the gospel call, 
implicitly believing God’s word, seeing that 
our Lord hath expressly said, Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
-Matthew, chap. xviii. 3. 


These trees, when arrayed in summer gave 
pleasure to the enraptured eye ; but now, stript 
of their foliage, and bending with the blast, only 

tend to bleaken the prospect, These put me 
-in mind of some fair professors, who, in the 
summer of religious prosperity, have a great 
shew of godliness, attracting the estimation of 
the good; but no sooner the winter of affliction, 
trial, or persecution cometh on, than by and 
by they are offended, throw off their profes- 

sion, and become disgustful to the serious 
Christian. | 


But stay, in yonder hedge-row, methinks I 
_ observe something green; let me approach it 
and see what it is; O! this is the holly, ap- 
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pearing as verdant amidst the storm as ever it 
did. Pleasing shrub ! in thee I behold a fit 
emblem of the true Christian, who under, all 
the trials and afflictions that he meeteth with, 
like Job, holdeth fast his integrity: true, as 
the flakes of snow at: present bend down thy 
lovely branches, they may oppress him, and 
make him go halting and mourning for atime, 
especially if the benign beams of the Sun of 
Righteousness be suspended from. ‘him; but, 
in the midst of all this sad winter of ~txiti, 
grace with him in the habit ‘still remaineth; 
‘nay, to observers, it ever appeareth in more 
lively exercise than before. Howbeit, by rea- 
son of the dark cloud he is under, he-some- 
times cannot perceive that himself; but is apt 
to conclude, that he ‘is only a dry tree, fit to 
be cut down as a cumberer of the ground, and 
cast. into the fire of hell: Nay,%he vis. often, 
through darkness, at the very borders of: de- 
spair, saying, with Asaph, ‘ Will the Lord cast 
‘ off for ever? ? And will he be favourable no 
‘more? Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? 
‘Doth his promise: fail for evermore? Hath 
‘ God forgotten to be gracious? ) Hath-he inan- 
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_ & ger shut up/his tender mercies? Psalm dyxvii. 
i—10, .This is a gloomy time indeed; and 
» such a sad winter some of the godly; have .ex- 
perienced; yet look at them in Ahat doleful 
season, and see if- you can observe,them, any 
thing withered i in their love to God, or-respect 
to his commandments, Ore delighting i in, sin: 
no, no,—grace, true grace still remaineth and 
-shineth forth-amidst alk their darkness; inor 
shall. they always. be. in, this sad; state:;, for 
-their.Lord:hath said, and‘ he, will not go bagk 
of his promises.; and, O: that-Christians, .in 
such a: uncial time, swould, hear them with 
application, fori they, deserve, to be, written.in 
detters: of: gold, and have. doubtless. dispelled 
the cloud from ‘many. a believer?s, soul, and 
made. them. break forth into, singing, Lo, the 
\Swinter-is past, the:rain is oxen and.gone,: the 
flowers appear on, the. earth, the: time, of the 
‘singing: of birds:is.come, and, the; yoice of the 
turtle is heard in our land,’ Song of Solomon, 
i 11, 12.‘ Those.two hedniechesringe notes of 
the celestial dove,to which Lallude, axe «Who 
‘is among you ‘that feareth, the, Lord, that 
‘ obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh 
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‘in darkness and hath no light, let him trust 
‘in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his 
‘God.’ Isaiah, chap. }. 10, ‘And unto you 
‘that fear: my name shall the sun of righteous- 
‘ness arise, with healing under his wings, and 
‘ye shall go forth and grow up as calves of the 
stall.’ Malachi, chap. iv. 2. 


This holly, the laurel, ivy, and some other 
humble shrubs, which we were apt to overlook 
in summer, when the majestic trees of the fo- 
rest were flourishing in all the gaiety of dress, 
now that these are stript of their honours, those 
appear with redoubled splendour... Charming 
ever-greens! By you I am taught never to 
despise weak believers, seeing that they, like 
you, may be made to maintain their graces in 
the winter of trial, and shew forth the glory of 
God more than others, who formerly, in com- 
parison of them, were as the tall cedars in Le- 
banon. A remarkable instance of this we have © 
in Nicodemus, and Joseph of Arimathea: 
These two secret disciples, when all the others 
had forsaken Christ, and fled at the time of his 
crucifixion, came boldly forward, and avowed 
their attachment to their Lord and Master: | 
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THESE boys are busied in setting gins for the 
feathered tribe: How artfully do they spread 
the corn under them! Poor birds, many of you 
will pay dear for your mor sel; but, were it not 
for the snow which is now upon the ground, 
you would not be so easily deceived: This 
the boys know, and have prepared accordingly 
their operations to ensnare you in this trying 
season :—Which putteth me in mind of the © 
many stratagems which Satan useth to entrap 
the human species; for, as he layeth his snares 
with too much success in the summer of pros- 
perity, he doth no less so in the winter of ad- 
versity. Thus Saul, when the Philistines pres- 
sed hard upon him, was ensnared to offer a 
sacrifice at his own hand, without staying for 
Samuel. 1 Sam. xiii. 5—11. And when the 
_ Lord had departed from him, and answered 
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him not, neither by Urim nor prophets, toap- 
ply to the witch of Endor, chap. xxviii. 6, 7; 
and, after the Philistines had wounded him sore 
on Mount Gilboa, at last to take away his own 
life. chap. xxxi. 4. 


Now, from his awful example, may I learn 
to beware, whatever be my distress, of seeking 
deliverance from it by any other way than 
that of which I think the Lord will approve, 
and, before I even use the means, apply to the 

throne’ of grace fora blessing) upon them; ‘Wwith- 
out which, none, however good in themselves, 
can be effectual : An error in this stained the 
character of king Asa, of whom it is said, that, 

in his disease, he sought. not to the Lord: ‘put 
‘to the physicians. 2 ‘Chron. xvi. 12. On the 
other hand, how doth ‘Saul’s conduct, ‘in ap- 
plying to is witch of Endor, aditonith those 
who seek to charmers for the eure of their bo- 
dily infirmities? True, indeed, the devil may 
sometimes be permitted to empower his minis- 
ters to heal by conjuration certain kinds of 
maladies: but let such know who ‘apply to 
them, that though they may be ‘healed of their: 
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corporeal diseases, afflictions of an infinitely 
worse nature will thereby cleaye to their men- 
tal part, namely, infidelity and darkness of 
understanding. - ae - ; 


While musing, I haye observed several birds 
approaching ¢ a snare, upon which they were 
_just going to light; but suddenly, asina fright, 
they fled away with rapidity :-—Which bring- 
eth to my recollection the narrow escapes from 
_the snares of Satan, j in times of distress, ¥ which 
many of, the godly haye had, as recorded in 
Scripture. Thus, Joseph, when A slave in 
Egypt, was tempted by his lustful mistress, 
and not improbably, with these insinuations, 
that if he yielded to her, she would procure his 
freedom; but he flies from her embraces with 
—How can I do this great } wickedness and sin 
_against God? Gen. xxxix.9, And Dayid, when 
tempted to kill his persecuting master in the 
_cave,.and had proceeded so far as to cut off the 
skirt of his garment, yet flieth fr. om. the act of 
blood, ,with—The Lord. forbid that I should 
_stretch forth mine hand against the Lord’s 
anointed, 1 ‘Sam. xxiv. 6. XKVi. UU. Nehe- 
aia es 
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miah, too, rejects the wicked counsel of She- 
maiah for safety, with—Should such a man as 
I flee 2? and who is there that, being as I am, 
would go into the temple to save his life? I 
will not go in. Nehemiah vi. 11, And like- 
wise. Job, when plunged in deep distress, 
spurns with abhorrence at the horrid counsel 
_ of his wife, saying, ‘Thou speakest as one of 
the foolish women.speaketh: What, shall we 
“receive good at the hand of God, and not re- 
‘ceive evil? Job ii. 9,10. Blessed examples 
indeed: May I imitate these heroes in afflic- 
tion, by vanquishing every temptation that 
would solicit me to extricate iy Fone out ing 
trouble by any unlawful manner. 


Yonder is a fine thrush eau in a gin! 
Poor creature, thou wilt pay dear for thy pot- 
tage; even as dearly, after thy kind, as Esau 
did for his, for thereby thou wilt mn thy 
_ birthright of flying in the open air; and, if 
thou art not slain, thou wilt asthe be im- 
prisoned in a cage for life: Yet thou art 
blameless; thou wast only obeying the calls 
_ of nature, and knewest not of the snare. But 
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how many ‘among men ‘indulge their lusts, 
though they know them to be destructive, to 
‘the hazard of being cast, soul and body, into 
the prison of hell ernie ever? Those 
who do so are surely the most brutish of all 
the creation of God. But, however others do, 
‘O'that it may be my constant care, never to 
indulge myself in any ‘propensities, till I have 
duly considered their end. Ah! at a little 
distance, I observe a number of the feathered 
tribe caught in’a gin. Well done! a benevo- 
lent action indeed! Just now, while Iam me- 
ditating, a traveller passing by has acted the 
partof the good Samaritan, and set these inno- 
cent captives at liberty: See, how they’ fly 
‘away witha cheerful chirp! Which bringeth 
to my recollection that doxclogy of the Church 
‘on a remarkable deliverance: ‘ Blessed be the 
‘Lord, who hath not given us as a’ prey to 
‘ their teeth. Our soul is escaped as a bird 
‘ out of the snare of the fowler: the snare is 
‘ broken, and we are escaped.’ Psalm exxiv. 
_6, 7. Through the disobedience of Adam, all 
mankind fell'‘into the snare of the devil, and 
“must have eternally perished, had’ not Christ 
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Jesus, as it were, passed by, seen us in our 
blood, and said unto us, live; and by his suf- 
ferings and death broken the snare for. his 
chosen, and set them at liberty. How much 
doth it then concern us to examine whether 
the snare have been thus broken for us. And 
there is one infallible mark by-which we may | 
know, and that is, if we be as anxious to, be 
delivered from the reigning: power, the love 
and the filth of sin, as we are from the punish- 
ment of it. Then we may well conclude our 
_state is safe; for us the snare is broken, even 
though an angel should tell us the COnTESHY 
seeing that Christ himself hath said, ‘ Blessed 
‘ are they which do hunger and thirst after 
‘ righteousness, for.they shall be filled” Matt. 
v.6. QO that I may never rest satisfied, till, 
through grace, | find in myself this sweet evi- 
dence of salvation. But some may. say, this 
is a high mark, and only attainable by great 
Christians. . Well, there is another, and lower 
than this we dare not.come, and that is, if we 
be really desirous that we may be made as 
solicitous to be delivered from the reigning 
power, thelovejand filth of sin,,as weare from 
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its punishment; and without this, let none 
flatter themselves with the hope-of heaven: but 
wherever this mark is found in reality, Jet 
those who have. it solace themselves with the 
well-grounded hope of eternal life; for the 
Lord hath said, ‘ he will fulfil the desire of 
“them that fear him ; he also will hear their 
- Sery, and willsave them.’ Psalm cxlv. 19. 


The evening now grown calm, some youths in apart 
. With snow-balls one-another soundly pelt, 
_ While laughter loud is heard at every hit; 
_ Till one, hard roll'd, and thrown with vicious aim, 
“Has very nearly struck a comrade blind ; 
’ Which irritates him much to seek revenge : 
ard words at first lead only on to blows, 
And how a bloody battle is begun. 
_ The others ‘round, all fond to see the fray, 
_ Together. run, and keenly urge the fight ; 3 
“Till blood dyes red the snow, from mouth.and nose 
Of both-these ‘foolish little sons of rage. 
“) “At length, now some more wise, with pity touch'd, 
~ Rush.in'between, and part'the furious boys, 


0! of what an evil nature ‘sin is, and how 
-@readful ‘are its consequences! This Jatent 
“principle inthe heart is like gun-powder con- 
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cealed under the walls of a.city, to which no 
sooner the enemy sets fire, than it blows up 
with a dreadful explosion, spreading devasta- 
tion all around. So, no sooner the fire ofoutward 
temptation meeteth with the powder of inward 
corruption, than it is apt to blow up the pas-. 
sions, to the hurt, if not the ruin of both body 
and mind: An instance of this I have just now 
seen in these two boys, from which I may learn 
that whatsoever company I am in, in whatso- 
ever discourse I engage, and whatever be my 
employment, to be as careful in guarding the 
corruption of my heart from outward tempta- 
tion as I would be to keep fire from gunpowder. 
The best of men, here below, carry more or 
less of that powder about them: and Joseph 
seems to have been sensible of this, who would 
rather fly from his adulterous mistress than 
hazard one spark. How needful, then, is this 
prayer, ‘Lead us not into temptation, but de- 
‘liver us from evil; a petition which, I am 
afraid, is too much neglected; but however 
others do, O that I may be careful, not only 
fervently to put up this request, but also dili- 
gently to watch, that I be not led, and espe- 
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cially that I lead not myself into temptation ; 
and indeed it will be in vain to pray, unless I 
watch; for praying and watching dire joined 
together, and can never be safely separated : 
‘Watch ye and pray,’ saith our Lord, ‘lest ye 
‘enter into temptation” Mark xiv. 38: N Ow, 
what our Lord saith in another case, so may I 
in this; ‘ What, therefore, God hath joined to- 
‘gether let not man ptit asunder,” Matthew 
xix. 6: or, if we do, we need never expect to be 
heard: The grace of prayer and watchfulness, 
like dear companions; always live together, 
but die when parted: 


The sun, that like a tender héabata dear, 
And loving parent, bountiful and kind, 

Dame Nature left not all the Suminer through, 
While i in her blooming arms, in smiling green, 
He saw his sons by hii in spring begot, 

Them kissed and bless’d, and to perfection brought : 
But now, as if dame Nature ‘yond the line, 
Claims all his love; he transiently appears, 

Eyes her asquint, and makes his visits short ; 

_ At which, all sad, she pensive hangs her head ; 
Scarcely dividing day at all from night : 

Which oft she spends, all shivering in the blast, 
OF shedding copious tears of hail and sleet j 


& 
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_And row beginning very fast'to draw 
O'er all her face; the solemn, sable veil. 

Let me that house revisit whence I came, 
And see what entertainment waits me there :_ 
And, as I onward go, may I improve 

That picture Fancy drew of Nature’s ways. 
For Nature’s lost to us, unless she lead ~ 
Up Wisdom’s pleasant path to things-divine. 


Well, Christ Jesus, the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, the head and husband of his church, and 
parent of all her true members, rejoiceth over 
her as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, 
Isaiah Ixii. 5. when, through grace, he beholds 
her flourishing as the vine, blooming as the 
rose, and casting forth her roots as Lebanon. 
Then it is in the beautiful language of the 
prophet, that he joys over het with singing. 
Zephaniah iii. 17. But, on the contrary, when 
she falls into the winter of barrenness, through 
back-sliding, turning the day of gospel privi- 
leges into the night of carnal security, begin- 
ning with the spouse, as it were, to seek him 
on the bed of. sloth: Then he withdraweth 
from her the light of his countenance, and 
leaveth her to the sad sense. of her own loss. 


PART II. A WINTER SEASON. 51 


Now her false rest beginneth to be broken, 
and with the spouse she ariseth to seek for her 
beloved, saying with Job, ‘O that I knew 
‘ where I might find him;’ and again, ‘ O that 
‘I were as in months past!’ Job xxiii. 3, and 
xxix. 2; and sometimes even to cry out, ‘ Will 
‘ the Lord cast-off for ever? and will he be fa- 
‘vourable no more? Is his mercy clean gone 
‘for ever? Doth his promise fail forevermore ? 
‘ Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? Hath he 

‘in anger shut up his tender mercies ?’ Psalm 
Ixvii. 7—10. _ This is a sad time indeed, and 
such a dark night Heman once had. Psalm 
Ixxxviii. Those who are born blind, though 
they want the light of the natural’ sun, yet 
they cannot so sensibly feel the loss of his 
cheering beams as those who have been de- 
prived of their sight in advanced life : So those 
who are still in a natural state, though they 
want the light of God’s countenance, and are 
obnoxious to his infinite wrath, yet they can- 
not feel the loss of that which they never en- 
joyed. It is only they who have tasted that 
- the Lord is gracious, who can have this godly 
sorrow; and that is the heaviest cloud which- 
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mars their comfort, and sends down more. 
showers of tears from their eyes than all their 
cther afflictions beside. From this: may I 
learn to beware of ever becoming remiss in 
religious duties, lest my slothfulness be suc- 
ceeded by such a sad night. On the other 
hand, for the comfort of backsliders who have 
been made to arise from the bed of careless- 
ness and sloth, thus, with the spouse to seek 
after the beloved of their souls, let them not 
be discouraged though they wander in the dark 
night of desertion; for, like her, if they con- 
tinue seeking, like her they shall at last find 
him whom their souls love, to their unspeaka- 
ble joy: for he never said to the seed of Jacob, 

seek ye mein vain. The Lord, to recover his 
own from backsliding, often hideth his face 
from them, as he hath said, ‘I will go and re- 
‘turn to my place, till they acknowledge their 
‘ offence, aid seek my face; in their affliction 
‘they will seek me early.’ Hosea, chapter v: 
15. So let believers never conclude that he 
hateth them, because he withdraweth from 
them the light of his countenance. No,. but 
assuredly believe: ‘that, in love to their souls, 
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he is as it were obliged, with reverence be it 
spoken, to use this seemingly harsh method 
of reclaiming them to himself. 


What Sxoullenit sesounaddettons are here; a 
good fire, neat room, and well covered Hoard: 
Let me enjoy the bounties of Providence with 
a heart filled with thankfulness to the Giver of 
all good; and, while I partake of this repast, 
remember my poor brethren, many of whom 
have scarcely any fuel to warm themselves 
with, and very little food to satisfy the crav- 
ings of nature, while their backs and beds are 
pinched for cloathing. O what a happy thing 
would it be, and how praise-wortby, if all those 
possessed of affluence would contribute a little 
to supply their indigent neighbours in this 
rigorous season, when no work can be got in 
the field ; such a contribution among the weal- 
thy, iudbiboley, distributed, might be the means 
of much comfort to the poor, and a source of 
pleasant reflections to themselves. Who can 
tell the happiness of his philanthropic mind, 
who can justly say with Job, ‘When the ear 
‘ heard me then it blessed me ; and when the 
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* eye saw me, it gave witness to me: because 
‘J delivered the poor that cried, and the 
‘fatherless, and him that had none to help 
‘him. The blessing of him that was ready to 
‘ perish came upon me; and I caused the wi- 
‘ dow’s heart to sing for joy.’ Job. xxix. 1l— 
14. Though he speaketh this with respect to 
what he did as a judge, yet those who can truly, 
say so, in consequence of acts of charity per- 
formed by them, will find more real satisfaction 
than the miser who hoards up his treasures, or 
the voluptuous man that riots in pleasures, 
disregarding the cries of the poor. Did the 
benevolent rich but hear and see the little 
prattlers, in those families which their chari- 
ties have relieved, how cheerful they are when 
their little bellies are filled with their good- 
ness, and witness the gratitude of their pa- 
rents for the timely relief; these would be 
sufficient rewards of themselves, and sweeten 
their own entertainments. ‘If we may refresh 
‘ the soul of the poor with the very offals of 
‘our estate, and not hurt ourselves, woe be to 

‘us if we do it not.’ Hall’s Contemplations, 
vol. i. ip. 393. 


PART_H, A WINTER SEASON. $5 








There appears to be a tolerable library; 
and now that I have been refreshing my 
body, let me see if I can find pEny thing for 
the mind. | 


What novels here, romances wild, and plays ! 
For killing time, as some are pleas’d to say ; 
The task be mine to search for better works, 
Works that will teach me life well to improve ; 
For time is short enough, as all will find, 
For that great work each one has got todo ; 
- Nor heard I any by the death-bed yet 
Complain that time with them had been too long ;, 
Well, here lies one in folio, richly bound, 
Let me it view. O this is what I want! 
‘This book of books will teach me how to live, 
And teach me likewise how I ought to-die. 
Not all the books upon this earth beside, 
Can tell how this vast world began to be, 
Nor how its great Creator should be serv’d. 
From memory’s page Death’ s hand at last wilt blot, 
What lines of knowledge they imprinted — 
That to this earth and life alone belong’d, | 
. >. Nor-did connect with everlasting things. . 
+.» Why then so much despise this book of books, _. 
This deed of gift, and charter-right of heaven ; 
Bequeath’d to us,—nay surely seal’d by Him 
Who bought that right forus, by price divine? 
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Here we aré informed of the sad winter 

which took place upon the fall of Adam, while 
the earth did not only become hard and bar- 
ren, but the heart of man doubly so; henée 
murder, polygamy, and every species of wick- 
edness, reigned through all that long dark 
night of the antideluvian world, till at length 
the storm broke with a dreadful flood, which 
overwhelmed the earth, and swept away all 
‘flesh living, a few in the ark only excepted: 
Then the sacrifices of Noah, the calling of 
Abraham, the birth of Isaac, and the life of Ja- 
cob, were strong indications of the approach ~ 
of spring, which, under the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion, budded forth among the leaves of cere- 
monies, types, and shadows, till the Sun of 
Righteousness arose with meridian splendour 
in the summer of a clear revelation, when — 
Christ Jesus accomplished the great work of 
redemption; after whose ascension into glory, 
his apostles began the harvest of the everlast- 
ing gospel, which all faithful ministers still 
continue to reap, and shall do, till every elect 
soul be brought home to bliss: .. 
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What a lamentable crying is this that I 
hear! ‘O! my dear husband, my dear, dear 
husband, what will Ido for my dear husband ? 
He was the best husband that ever a poor wo- 
man had; I might well have known something 
was to take place, from that magpie’s chatter- 
ing so much on the old thorn by the end of our 
house every morning last week. No! no, my 
children, your dear father will never return, 
neither to you nor to me any more: he is with- 
out doubt lost among the snow!’ The neigh- 
bours are running together, and, by their 
speeches, I understand that he went out early 
this morning to look after his sheep, and is 
not yet returned ; so there is every reason in- 
deed to conclude that the poor man has pe- 
rished in the storm. 


Methinks I see him, after long fatigue, © 
And fruitless search, amidst the blinding drift, 
Endeavouring now to seek his wish’d-for home ; 
But, all white round, and night come on, alas! 

Bewildered quite, he wanders on the hill ; 
_ Oft sinking deep, among the snow he falls, 
And as oft pian, up, he struggles long ; 


H 
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At length, worn out, in yonder deep wreath sitiks, 
Expiring lies, and gives up hépes of life. 

Nor earthly friend is near; but faithful Tray, 

The long companion of his rural toils, __ 

Which by him stands, and whimpers out his grief, 
And. gently pats his dying master’s cheek ; 

Emphatie sign by which he bids him rise; 

Then, with his teéth, which scarcely now can hold; 
Catches his plaid; and pulls to raise him up: 

But ah,\poor Tray! thy sehemes are all in vain, 
Death chills thy | loying, tender master’s heart ; 

His change he feels, and g gives his soul to God, 

His Slow dear, anid helpless children small } 
Next casts 4 ldok at thee, for all thy cares, 

Then sighs afid groans, and shuts is eyés in death. 


‘This fifai’s ware of HIS sheep has been the: 


means of losing his life ; and surely, were they 
endued with rationality, gratitude to his mhe- 
mory would ever be the just tribute due for 
that sad cifcuristaniee. Yet, as to hii, his 
death was ‘casual; for, liad it been possible 
that he could have tree what was to take 
place, he would doubtless, instead of looking 
after his flock this day, have staid at home. 
What infinité téas6n then have all the flock 
of Christ’s pasture to adore and love Christ 
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Jesus, the great Shepherd of his people, who, 
though he foresaw from all eternity the full 


_ extent of what our ransom would cost him, yet 


willingly | undertook our redemption, and, in 
the fulness of time, came on that all important 
errand, bore the fiercest storm « of God’s infinite 
wrath, and at last willingly laid down his in- 
finitely precious life for his sheep ; hence, it 
will be the burden of their song for eyer and 
ever in heayen: “Unto him that loved us, and 
‘ washed us from cour sins in his own blood, 
“and hath amade us kings and pr iests unto | God 
“and his Father; to him be glory and domi- 
‘nion for.ever. and ever. Amen,’ Revelation 
1. 5, 6. How. much, then, doth it concern us 
to know whether we be his sheep? And one 
mark by which we may. find this out is, if we 
be longing, in.God’s own time, to join the re- 
deemed above, i in that sweet | anthem of praise ; 
another i is, if we. be. delighting here to feed on 


the green. pastures of his ordinances, account- 
_-ing all sermons dry and tasteless, which have 
not in. them something to the commendation 


of the great. Shepherd . and Bishop of our 
souls. 
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Upon a superficial view, we are apt to con- 
clude that, as snow is a great incumbrance 
upon the earth, prevents labour, and is the 
occasion of many accidents, it must be very 
hurtfal, and not at all of any utility; but,such 
a conclusion would only prove our great igno- 

rance respecting the works of Him who doth 
mye in vain; for we are assured that ‘ the 

“rain cometh cen and the snow from hea- 
‘ven, and returneth not thither, but watereth 
* the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, 
‘ that it may give seed to the sower, and bread 
‘to the eater.’ Isaiah lv. 10. The snow does 
not only fertilize the earth, by means of the 
different salts it contains, but covers up, and 
keeps warm from the frost, many vegetable 
productions, whichelse would be greatly hurt, 
if not entirely destroyed. This may seem very 
surprising, that such a cold body as snow is, 
should be the means of keeping others warm, 
yet, strange as it may appear, it is certainly 
true, as may be proved by experience; yet this 
is not from the nature of the snow itself, that 
being intensely cold, but only as it is the 
means of keeping the piercing air from so 
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keenly penetrating the bodies below it, as 
otherwise it would. ' : 


This admonisheth me, that afflictions, though © 
of an evii nature themselves, through the bles- 
sing of God, are of great benefit to believers. 
As the snow is of much utility to the earth, 
with respect to its matter, let me now examine 
of what use it may be to me, with respect to its 
colour. It is by far the whitest object we can 
perceive here with the natural eye; yet, white 
as it is, the Scripture informeth us of one still 
whiter, and that is the pardoned sanctified 
soul, who has been washed in the ‘blood of 
‘ sprinkling, that speaketh better things than 
‘ that of Abel.’ Heb. xii. 24. ‘Purge me with 
‘hyssop,’ saith David, ‘ and I shall be clean: 
‘wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.’ | 
Psalm li. 7. The Psalmist may here mean 
whiter, if possible whiter, which argueth his 
great desire of the utmost perfection in holi- 
ness. Yet, the snow when it is all dissolved 
and reduced into its original compound, loseth 
its lustre ; but not so doth the saint; for, when 
he is dissolved by death, and his soul and body 
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parted, he is still seen by the spotless eye of 
him who is purity itself, ‘ not having spot or 
‘ wrinkle, or any such thing.’ Eph. v. 27. And 
the believer is thus made perfectly purein two 
ways :—First, by having imputed to him the 
righteousness of Christ: Secondly, by the 
Sanctification of the Holy Ghost. From hence- 
forth, then, whenever I see snow, may J think 
thus with myself, that unless I be made as 
white as it, I can never be received inte the 
New Jerusalem above, where nothing but 
what is perfectly pure and holy canever enter. 
Nor should I despair.of ever walking there in 
white with Christ, though I see myself alto- 
gether defiled with sin, loathsome, and black 
as hell; no, but on the contrary, double my 
diligence, to.cry out with the Psalmist, ‘Hide 
‘ thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine 
‘ iniquities :, Create in mea clean heart, O 
*God;,and renew a right spirit within me.’ 
Psal. li 9, 10. ‘Knowing that the blood af 
di J sinh i. 7 all that, he sii ae ater said 
f ake aswel believeth con him shall not be 
‘ ashamed.’ Rom: ix. 38. Now, if 1 thus earn- 
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estly implore to be cleanséd, I may rest as- 
sured that my requests shall be granted; for 
he that cannot lié hath said, ‘he will fulfil the 
‘desire of them that fear him; he will also 
‘ hear their ery, and will save them.’ Psalm 
exlv. 19. O, then, for faith to rely, and ane 
to do according to this meditation. 


The timorous hare, by hunger ow impell’d, 
Forsakes the wild, and seeks the garden store ; 
But ah! poor thing! thou little know’st thy fate ; 
Whilst seeking food, thou’lt only find thy death ; 
For now, behind some wall, or hedge or tree, 
With loaded piece, the rustic lies conceal’d, 

To mark thy way, and take the deadly aim. 

How timidly now from the wood she comes, 

Out through the break, or down the snow-clad hill, 
And starts aside, oft at she knows not what; 

Yet still, with looks of fear and ears erect, 

‘She onward comes, but freqiiéntly claps down, 
Flattehs her eats, arid listens for ‘the dogs ; 

But, hearitig none, spritigs on with quickened pace, 
Avid leaps and: rans among the wish’d-for greens : 
And while she tastes, by cruel man is shot : 

Nor dares the poacher own the barbarous deed, 

Bat steals her off exulting in his luck. 
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What reason have we to be thankful, that 
in this country, in time of a storm, there are 
no ferocious animals to annoy us in our habi- 
tations ; only the familiar redbreast, the ti- 
morous hare, and a few others of the harmless 
kind, come near our dwellings. Far other- 
wise it is in those countries where winter 
reigns with despotic sway, and where the 
snow lies with an incredible deepness for se- 
veral months together: There the rapacious 
wolves, starving with hunger, in troops, 
fiercely range the glistening plains, attacking, 
without distinction, man and beast that may 
come in their way; and the inhabitants are 
under the necessity of strongly securing the 
doors of their huts, lest they should be de- 
voured by these ravenous creatures while 
asleep. The consideration of this ought to 
prevent us from depriving those innocent 
creatures of existence, while, driven by neces- 
sity in the storms of winter, they come about 
‘our houses for the purpose of gathering a little 
of that we can very well spare, and which, 
otherwise, might come to no use; far less 
ought we to be hard-hearted to our poor 
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brethren who may solicit our charity in this 
trying season. 


Wide o’er yon furrow’d field, the staff of bread 
Stood rank and stately, e’er the frost began, 
Which fill’d the husbandman with pleasing hopes 
Of crop luxuriant, ’gainst the reaping-time ; 
But now that frost has nipt its towering height, 
And made it shrink back to the earth again, 
Are these fond hopes of his the least decreas’d ? 
No, surely not, but more confirm’d by far ; 
Because that he a trusty crop of wheat, 

In time of harvest could not well expect, 
Unless it had been blest with winter's frost. 


So the people of God should learn from this, 
not to repine at the trials and afflictions which 
may befall them here, knowing that they only 
tend to nip their towering spiritual pride, to 
give them low thoughts of themselves, and, 
through the Divine blessing, to make the seed 
of grace in them bring forth more fruit to the 
glory of God, and will be a happy means of 
making them, in the end, reap a most plentiful 
harvest of joyabove. Therefore, the consider- 
ation of this should make believers bless God 
for the winter of trouble, as well as for the 

i. 
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summer of ease. I confess, indeed, that this 
is a very hard lesson to learn, and not at all 
within the reach of nature; but grace can 
teach it: and the people of God must learn to 
sing of judgment as well as of mercy. Psalm 
os Bacal |S 
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Waar eold, bleak, dreary nights, and Bie 3 morns 
Do one another still suceeed in turns ; 
My window now, all over glaz’d with frost, 
Seems as it wish’d to hide a sight more chill ; 
While pendant icicles, like pointed spears, 
In rows keep guard, by yonder cottage thatch. 
‘The earth, become like iron, the plough defies ; 
_ Hence manual labours in the field stand still. 


3 ip 

This admonisheth me, that, in the summer 
of health, I ought to prepare for the winter of 
affliction, by improving the precious opportu- 
nities of grace which I now enjoy; in laying 
up a store of good, which may comfort me in 
that trying season, when, though ever so wil- 
ling, it may not be in my power to attend the 
public ordinances of God.—How foolish be- 
yond description must they be, who put off the 
concerns of their souls to a sick or dying bed! 
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At that awful period, though reason be con- 
tinued, which is often not the case, burning 
sickness, or racking pains will leave the mind 
but little leisure to attend to the one thing 
needful: besides, how many are snatched 
away ina moment by death, without any im- 
mediate previous trouble? O, that the vain 
and eareless would properly consider this, and 
remember that death at last shall effectually 
seal up the heart and hand of every man; for, 
after death there is no more work ; but though 
there will be neither work, nor device, nor 
‘ knowledge, nor wisdom inthe grave,’ Eccles. 
ix. 10, yet there is groaning in hell, in which 
all the finally impenitent shall at last join. O 
then, so to live here, that, at last, while my 
body is lying in the grave, my soul, having 
joined the redeemed, may i ‘singing in 
heaven. 


The Shepherds now, down from the moorlands bring 
Their hungry, harmless, tender, fleecy charge, 
For food and safety, to the lowland plains. 

At bark of dogs they move, still bleating on, 
Which touches well the sympathetic chord, 

By nature fix'd in every feeling heart. 





PART III, A WINTER SEASON. 71 


_ This representeth to my mind the conduct 
of the great Shepherd of Israel towards his 
people, the flock of his pasture. Often when 
they are on the mountains of prosperity, ex- 
posed to the wintry storms of temptation, ready 
to be overwhelmed, either with the love of the 
world, carnal security, or spiritual pride, he, 
in mercy to their souls, graciously bringeth 
them down to the lowlands of adversity, that 
they may be safely nourished for a time, in 
the improving valley of humility : and this he 
doth by the way of afflictions, either of one 
kind or another; sometimes even suffering the 
devil to dog them in their sad course: But 
take courage, O- true believers, for though 
that dog may harrass and terrify you much, 
yet, he can only nibble at your heels, he ean- 
not come at your head; no, for that is in hea- 
ven, even Christ Jesus, who hath already com- 
‘pletely bruised the head of that old serpent, 
and will also bruise him under your feet short- 
ly; and will make all, in the end, work to- 
gether for his glory and your good. David 


once, when on the heights of prosperity, sang 





cheerfully and confidently, that he should ne- 
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ver be moved, his mountaim stood strong ; but 
we soon find him altering his note, and, in- 
stead of joyfully singing, bitterly complaining 
under the hidings of God’s countenance: But, 
what doth he do in this sad circumstance ? 
Why, he betaketh himself to fervent prayer 
and humble supplication; and the result was, 
as he telleth us himself, his mourning was 
turned into dancing, and instead of sackcloth, 
he was girded with gladness. Psalm xxx. 6— 
12. So, believers should follow his example 
in all their afflictions, even to humble them- 
selves under the mighty hand of God; who 
hath expressly promised that if they do So, in 
due time he will lift them up.° 1 Peter, v. 6. 


Some of the insects, quadrupeds, and birds, 
fall asleep on the setting-in of winter, and are: 
thereby freed from many hardships to which 
the others are exposed; nor do they awake 
again till the sun, by his genial warmth, calls 
them forth to activity in the spring. 


In like manner, multitudes of the human 
race, in infancy fall asleep in the dust, on the. 
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inset of the wintry troubles of life ; and awake 
not from their sweet repose till the sound of 
the last trumpet proclaim the resurrection 
morn: Let not parents, then, repine at the 
will of heaven, when any of their offspring in 
infancy are laid in the grave; knowing, that 
though they be deprived of the comfort of 
them here; yet the dear innocents have escaped 
many troubles and trials in this life, to which 
adults are exposed, and that the sooner they 
have got home to their heavenly Father’s 
house, and the mansions of eternal bliss, is 


* certainly so much the better. 


* 7 NO) yet 
Now, ‘the breadth of the waters is strait- 


~ ‘ened,’ they ‘ are hid as with a stone, and the 


§ 


‘face of the deep is frozen.’ Job xxxvii. 10. 
Xxxviti. 30. The stream, arrested in its course, 
slowly murmurs below the ice, and men are 
sporting themselves without fear, where Peter, 
once essaying to walk, through the weakness 
ofhis faith, begantosink. Here we see the dif- 
ference between sense and faith, the former 
rests upon the testimony of our own faculties, 
whether mental or corporeal, but the latter on 
K 
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the testimony of God’ himself; and had not 
Peter gazed so much upon sensible objects, 
but looked more firmly with the eye of faith 
to His power who called him, he had walked 
dry-shod. It is our looking at the things of 
sense Which maketh us so often miscarry in 
our duties; if we turned our eye from them, 
and looked stedfastly by faith at Ged, as all: 
sufficient and faithful to his promises, nothing 
would be impossible for us. Matthew xvii. 20. 
Nay, then, with the Apostle’ we might say, 
that through Christ strengthening us, we can 
do all things. Phil. iv. 18. Whenever we ~ 
make sense a stepping-stone to come at faith, 
this always sheweth the weaknéss of it: Gi- 
deon did so: three times beforé he would en- 
counter tlie Midianites; first, he must see ‘the 
fire come out of: the Peeks and consume’ the 
flesh and the unleavened cakes; he then must. 
have the fleece wholly wet with dew, and the 
earth beside it wholly wet. Judges vi. L7— 22; 
and from 17 to the end. — All this was nothing 
to his honour; but it shewed, to a most amaz- 
ing degree, the infinite condescension of God. 
Thomas, too, must first have his sense of feel 
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_ Ing gratified, before he would believe in a-ri- 


sen Saviour, which was ° very little to his cre- 
dit, but a strong testimony of the truth of the 
gospel. Quite otherwise was it with Abra- 
ham, who though he saw nothing agreeable 
to sense, that Sarah should have. a son, but 
every thing contrary to: it, she having beén all 
her life barren, and now very far past age; 
yet, when that promise was made to him, in- 
stead of asking any. sign, we find it recorded 
to his everlasting honour, that, ‘against hope, 
‘he believed in hope, that’ he might become 
‘the father of many’ nations; ‘according to 
‘that which was spoken, so shall thy seed be : 
: and being ot weak in faith, he considered 
C “nee his own body now eae when. he was 
out an hundred years old, neither the dead- 


ness of Sarah’s womb: He staggered not at 


& 


: the promise of God through unbelief; but 
‘ was strong in. faith giving | glory. to God. ; 
Rom. iv. 18—21. Well, indeed, may, he, be 
called the father of the faithful. © to prove 
ourselves to be of his’ children, by imitating 
him, in implicitly ‘relying: upon the LEN 


“of God. 
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~ With tramps, and brooms, and stones, a crowd now comes, 
The long projected curling-match to try, 

For beef and greens, and something else besides, | 

To cheer the heart, which makes the tongue oft boast 

Of great atchievements on the ice performed : 
Exciting still fresh challenges to play 

That king of games, best cordial for the nerves, 
From Solway’s Firth to where the mighty Forth, < 
By curious windings, vainly seeks to shun j 
His contributions to the German sea : * *- 
A game much us‘d, but scarcely ever known 

Beyond their bounds, in either South or North. 

The rink now chosen out, and distance fix'd, 

The tees both made, and hog scores justly drawn , 

The best of three, nine, or eleven shot games, ~ 

Agreed upon, the dinner to decide, + 

A piece of coin is then toss’d high in air, ae 

To shew which side shall first begin the sport ; 

Or, not so heathenish, this perhaps to know, — e 
A stone is play'd by one upon each side : % 

And now the keen contested match begins ; 

Stones roar from tee to tee, the iee along, ol 

Lie here—strike this—well done—guard that,—well play’d 2 
Alternate cry those who the game direct. 

Soon as a stone the hog score o'er has got, 

And judg’d by those concerned to stop too short, ~ 

Sweep, sweep! O haste and sweep, then’s all the ery, 
How then the brooms are ply'd to sweep it on! Mis 
But when the distance-score one does not reach, 
‘Tis Hog it off, with laughter much and loud : 
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And still the cheering, healthful sport goes’on, 
Till three huzzas declare the victor side : 

Now off they go, with appetite to dine, 

And spend in social glee the evening all.* 


O that those who have money thus to spend, 
would scheme something for the relief of their 
indigent neighbours, in this season: A few 
matches taken on for that purpose might be 
productive of much good, and yield more real 
satisfaction afterwards than money needlessly 


* For the information of those of our southern neighbours 
who may not be acquainted with the game of curling, so 
much practised in many parts of Scotland, it may not be 
amiss to observe, that the tramps are made of iron to go 
upon the feet, something after the form of stirrup-irons, 
with sharp prominences at the bottom, to prevent the curler 
from sliding while engaged in play. The curling-stones are 
of different forms and various weights, but always uniformly 
flat and smooth on the bottom, with a handle of wood or 
iron affixed in the top: the tee is of a circular form, with a 
small hole cut in the middle; the rink is the distance be- 
twixt the two tees, and is shorter or longer, according as the 
ice will admit: the hog-score is a score drawn across the 
. rink, at the distance of about four or five yards from each 
of the tees. 
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spent, nay, too often to the hurt of their own 
morals: Are we not commanded, whether we 
eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, to do all to 
the glory ofGod? 1 Cor. x. 31. which certainly 
includes our lawful amusements: But when- 
ever we.waste that time or money upon them 
which might be employed to better purpose, 
how are we then complying with that injunc- 
tion. * 


How merrily these little children slide ; 
~ How oft they fall, how little they complain 
Of hunger, hurt, or cold, while thus employ’d : 
Nor should their parents rigorously forbid 
This healthful sport, which vigour gives their nerves. 
The youths on skaits now fly along the lake, 
Exulting, while they various figures cut ; 
' But one in swiftness far exceeds the rest, 
And loudly calls his gay companions on. 
_ Dreadful! he’s down; he’s come upon a spring, 
~ And sunk below the ice : what shrieks arise! 
His fellows haste to help, but all in vain ; 
The hapless youth can now no more be seen, 
Nor dare the break his comrades once come near, 
_ Lest they should also share his mournful fate. ; 
Their dismal cries the neighbours round have brought, 
Who stand confus’d not knowing what to do : ; 
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A thotisand various schemes rush on their minds, 
While nought is done to extricate theyouth; — 
Nor can his lifeless corpse indeed be found, = 
Till thaw, at length, shall clear the lake of ice. 






_ That skaiting and. this'sad accident repre- 
sent to my mind the conduct and fate of, alas ! 
too many in our day, who seem as. if they were 
only sent into this world for sport ; hence they 
fly from: one vain amusement to ‘another, in- 
dulging in dissipation and vice; thus they run 
the giddy rounds of life; without ever properly 
considering for what end they were made, till 
at length the brittle thread gives way, and 
they sink for ever. No wonder, then, that 
those who would not prepare for heaven here, 
find, after death, hell prepared for'them. What 
would we think of his folly, who, to be indulged 
one day in feasting and riot; would submit to 
be chained in a. loathsome dungeon, and: fed 
with bread” and water ‘the remainder of his 
life? Yet this would: be consummate wisdom, 
in comparison of theirs, who, rather than fore- 
_ go sensual pleasures for a few years at most, 
choose, at least risk,-to-be thrown into the pri- 
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! nealiabla torments ; this i is folly jndectt, 
ich would beggar all description, even of 
an angel. To infatuate men in this manner, 
may well be called the master-piece of Satan ; 
and yet, strange as it is to tell, it is certainly 
incontrovertibly true, that all men are bor 
into the world with this infatuation; ‘That 
‘which is born of the flesh is flesh” John iii. 6. 
‘The natural man receiveth not the things of 
‘ the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness un- 
‘to him; neither can he know them, because 
‘they are spiritually discerned.’ 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
‘ Because the carnal mind is: enmity against 
‘God; for it is not subject to the law of God, 
‘ neither, indeed, can be.’ Rom. viii. 7. Now, 
since this is the direful situation of all the seed 
of Adam, while in a natural state, what reason 
have we to cry earnestly to God for his rege~ 
nerating grace that we may happily experience 
the new birth, seeing that Christ himself hath 
expressly said, ‘ Except a man be born again, 
“ he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ John iii. 
3. How much, then, doth it concern us to 
know whether this change have passed upon 
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us; and we may come to this knowledge by 
the following marks: First, there is no birth 
of the human kind, but what is attended with 
both fear and pain; and the latter is some- 
times so accute in child-bearing, that the 
pangs thereof are compared to the pains of 
hell. Now, have we ever been under the ter- 
rors of the law, and the pangs of an awakened 
conscience, on account of our lost and undone 
State by nature? Ifso, well; these are good 
marks, but not infallible; for, as there are of- 
ten bearing pains when no live child is born, 
so a sinner may be under great awakenings 
of conscience, and have strong convictions of 
the evil demerit of sin, and yet never expe- 
rience true conversion. Nor, on the other 
hand, should the weak believer rashly con- 
’ clude that he hath never undergone this saving 
change, because he hath not been under such 
terrors of the law as many have been: no, for 
God causeth this to be more the case with 
some, and less:so with others, according as he, 

in infinite wisdom, hath seen will make most 
for his glory and their good. But, secondly, 
It is a sure mark that a living birth hath taken 

L 
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place, when the infant is observed to breathe 
the natural air; so it is an undoubtable evi- 
dence of a man’s being born again, ‘ not of 
“blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
‘ will of man, but of God,’ John i. 13; when 
he sweetly breathes after holiness, and can say 
with David, ‘ O how love I thy law; it is my 
‘meditation all the day.’ Psalm exix. 97. 
Thirdly, another sign of life is the crying of 
the infant; and so itis of spiritual life, when 
the believer is made earnestly to cry unto God. 
Thus it is witnessed of Paul after his conver- 
sion: ‘Behold he. prayeth.’ Acts ix. 11. 
Doubtless the Apostle had often prayed be- 
fore, but these were the prayers of aman who | 
thought he could do something for himself, 
and needed only a little assistance, and so 
there is no mention made of them; but now, 
when he crieth asa little child seeing his utter 
inability to help himself in the smallestdegree, 
expecting only mercy from his Heavenly Fa- 
ther, in and through the merits of Jesus. 
Christ, then they are taken notice of to his 
honour. So, when a sinner is brought thus to 
cry, it isa happy evidence of his being a child 
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of God. But, fourthly, the foetus in the womb 
is not supposed to feed by its mouth, but to be 
sustained by the navel; but after the birth, 
the infant is nourished in quite a different 
manner, even by sucking with its mouth at 
the breast, which, if withheld from it, how 
unsatisfied will the little innocent be, and 
what a whimpering and crying will it make, 
till this ardent desire of nature be gratified. 

So man, while in a natural state, delights in 
sensual and carnal enjoyments ; but when he 
is ‘ born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
‘incorruptible, by the word God, which 
‘liveth and abideth for ever,’ I Peter i. 23, 

he lives in quite a different manner; like a 
new-born babe, he desires the sincere ail of 
the word, that he may grow thereby, 1 Peter 
ii. 2; and by the mouth of faith, sucketh at 
the word, promises, and ordinances of God, 

these breasts of consolation, which, if he is 
deprived of, how unsatisfied will he be, and 
how much will he complain! Take an instance 
of this in David, who, when he was debarred 
from attending on the tabernacle service, 
either by the wicked persecution of Saul, or 

L 2 
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the unnatural rebellion of his son Absalom, 
cr ieth out, ‘ How amiable are thy tabernacles, 
‘ O Lord of Hosts! my soul longeth, yea, even 
‘ fainteth, for the courts of the Lord ; 3 my heart 
‘and my flesh crieth out for the india God.’ 
Nay, he seemeth to envy the very birds, for 
the liberty which they | had of building about, 
and hatching near the altar; for he goeth on: 
é Yea, the sparr: ‘ow hath res an house, and 
‘ the swallow anest for herself, where she may 
‘ lay her young, even thine altars, oO Lord of 
‘ Hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are 
‘they that dwell in thy house ; they will be 
‘ still praising thee.’ Psal. inxaive 15. True, 
indeed, eyery believer is not a David ; but it 
is as true, that those who have not more or less 
longings for communion with God, as David 
had, while they are in this case, need not con- 
aut that they are regenerated persons ; 
whereas, those, on the other hand, who can- 
not be satisfied without enjoying communion 
with God in his ordinances, may well be as- 
sured that they’are born again, and shall at 
last enter into the kingdom of heayen. 
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How sly the rustie creeps behind the reeds, 
To shoot the wild ducks in th’ unfrozen springs ; 
‘How cunningly the gins are also set, 
In gaps of walls, where hares are thought to pass. 
Unfeeling man! whence all this tyranny ? 
Can nought amuse thee but those creatures’ death ? > 
Go, home, improve thyself with books of worth, 
Or conversation to enrich thy mind, 
And teach thee generous acts of sympathy. 
Join not stern winter in oppressing those, 
Oppress’d already too much by the storm. 
?Tis true thou art th’ inferior creatures’ lord, 
But who made thee their tyrant? sin alone: 
Abash’d then, shrink from acts of cruelty. 


These creatures were given to us for our use ; 
but whenever we destroy them merely for plea- 
sure, or without a proper reason for doing so, 
we certainly act repugnant to the laws of hu- 
manity. Methinks I hear the brute creation 
crying aloud, Hearken, O cruel man, and be 
wise, in this hard season; search among your 
own kind for objects of commiseration to re- 
lieve them: This will be a better reflection 
one day than harrassing and destroying us 
without a proper cause. Do we not already 
‘too much groan, and travail in pain, Romans 
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viii. 22. for your sins, and will you add to our 
yoke? But know, certainly, if you continue 
to do so, though we be feeble and insufficient 
ourselves to avenge our quarrels, yet our Ma- 
ker and yours, both can and will; for he hath 
told you, that not a sparrow can fall to the 
ground without his notic2. Matthew x. 29. 


Here is something rather remarkable ; all 
the water which I see around is closely frozen 
up, but on this well there is not the least par- 
ticle of ice. How beautifully it springs! de- 
fying the power of the frost ; it must surely be . 
a great blessing to a land to have such wells 
as this, which neither goes dry in summer, 
nor freezes in winter. I observe this delight- 
ful spring running into several small hollow 
places around, which form other little wells. 


This putteth me in mind of the great well- 
spring of God’s grace, which filleth all the 
wells of salvation with the water of life. And 
this wonderful spring, blessed be His name, 
neither goeth dry in the summer of prosperity 
nor freezeth in the winter of adversity. And 
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O! what a great comfort is it for God’s people, 
to be assured, that in all their sad winter of 
trial and affliction, this ever salutary fountain 
still floweth, and overfloweth for their support: 
true, indeed, they both may, and sometimes 
are so overclouded, that they cannot get a 
comfortable view of this eternally precious 
spring ; nay, sometimes they may be so en- 
veloped with thick darkness, that they cannot — 
see it at all, and may be forced to cry out with 
Job, in similar circumstances, ‘O that I knew 
‘where I might find him,’ Job xxiii. 3; and 
may be made to sit down and weep sore, as 
Hagar once did in the wilderness of Beersheba; 
when her son was dying of thirst: Yet do not 
despair, O poor soul, whoever thou art, that 
may be in this doleful case; for; as God opened 
her eyes, and shewed her a well at which she 
filled her bottle,—so, if thou continue earnestly 
to cry, fear not, God will in due time dispel 
the clouds, and shew to the eye of faith this 
precious fountain of blessings, with thy wel- 
come to it; for he hathexpressly said, ‘ When 
‘ the poor and needy seek water, and there is 
- *none, and their:tongue faileth for thirst, I the 
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‘Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will 
‘not forsake them. I will open rivers in high 
‘ places, and fountains in the midst of the val- 
‘lies: I will make the wilderness a pool of wa- 
‘ ter, and the dry land springs of water.’ Isaiah 
xli. 17, 18. Then mayest thou with joy draw 
water out of the wells of salvation, Isaiah xii. 
3; and fill thy bottle to the full, even thy whole 
soul, and drink copiously; for he hath said, 
‘Drink, yea drink abundantly, O beloved.’ 
Song v. I. 


Waiter isvery refreshing and strengthening, 
especially to the sun-burnt pilgrim, when 
weary with travelling in a parched wilderness. 
The children of Israel found it so, as they 
drank of the water which fell down into the 
pits dug for that purpose, while travelling 
through the dry valley of Baca up to the 
temple in Sion, Psalm Ixxxiv. 6,7. But in- 
comparably more so do the people of God find 
the wells of salvation, in their pilgrimage 
journey to Mount Zion above. We are told 
that ‘ David longed and said, Oh, that one 
‘ would give me drink of the water of the well 
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‘ of Bethlehem, which is by the gate.’ 2 Saml. 
xxiii. 15, Whatever be the spiritual meaning 
of David’s longing, we cannot certainly say ; 
but one natural reason for it might be, that 
that being a well of his native town, of which 
he had often dotibtless drank when a shepherd, 
and found it good, being now thirsty, he longed 
for a draught of it; nor if his worthies had 
offered him a draught of any other spring, 
would it have satisfied him so well. So, be- 
lievers, being born from above, incessantly 
long to drink of the wells of salvation, which | 
have their springs in that native city of theirs, 
to which they belong; nor can any of the 
springs of sensual enjoyments, in the least 
satisfy their longing souls ; nay, by them, the 
very best of earthly comforts, in comparison 
of those, are utterly contemned. True, in- 
deed, David would not drink of the water of 
the well of Bethlehem, when his heroes had 
brought it, ‘but poured it out unto the Lord, 
‘and said, be it far from me, O Lord, that I 
‘should do this; is not this the blood of the 
_‘gnen that went in jeopardy of their lives.’ 2 
~ Samuel, xxiii. 16, 17. Yet, though with great 
M 
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propriety, believers may call the water of the 
wells of salvation the blood of Christ, as it is 
alone by the pouring out of his blood to God, 
a sacrifice for their sins, that they have any 
right to the least drop of the water of life; 
yet they both may and should heartily drink 
of it by the mouth of faith, for the Spirit and 
the bride say, come. ‘And let him that 
‘heareth say, come. And let him that is a- 
‘ thirst, come. And whosoever will, let him 
‘take the water of life freely... Rev. xxii. 17. 
Nay, Christ himself hath said, ‘Except ye 
drink my blood, ye have no life in you.’ John 
Vi. 53. . 


Spring wells are likewise very cooling, and 
excellent for allaying thirst; a few others of 
them are warm and cherishing. Now, the 
wells of salvation partake of the nature of 
both ; for, while they cool our affection for the 
things of earth, and allay our thirst after car- 
nal enjoyments, they warm our hearts with 
love to God, and affection to his people ; and, 
indeed, we only deceive ourselves, in thinking 
that we truly love God, unless we also feel a 
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real affection for all who bear his image, whe- 
ther they be rich or poor; for if we love not 
our brother whom we have seen, how can we 
love God, whom we have not seen? 1 John iv. 
20. But it will be a strong evidence, that we 
have drunken deep of these everlasting springs, 
if we can truly say, that we love the people of 
the Lord, and that chiefly because they belong 
to Christ, and bear his image. ‘ We know,’ 
saith John, ‘ that we have passed from death 
‘ unto life, because we love the brethren.’ 1 
John iii. 14. 


Water, too, is likewise both common and 
-free ; the stranger as well as the native, the 
poor as well as the rich, and the unclean as 
well as the clean, may use it freely, and drink 
ofit to the full. Andso is the water of life. Hear 
the Lord’s call to sinners, by the mouth of his 
prophet: ‘Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
‘come ye to the waters; and he that hath no 
‘ money, come ye, buy and eat; yea, come buy 
‘wine and milk, without money and without 
© price.’ Isaiah lv. 1. Not one penny of our 
_own righteousness is required as an equiva- 
M 2 
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lent, nor yet so much as the least compensa 
tion, no, nor even as the smallest conditional 
qualification to our receiving the blessings of 
the gospel; we must come with empty pitch- 
ers to these wells of salvation, even with minds 
emptied of all self-confidence, if we expect to 
draw from them living water; and the emptier 
they are, the more liberally shall we draw, for 
the hungry are filled with good things, while 
the rich are sent empty away. Luke i, 83, 
* Strangers from the covenants of promise, hav- 
‘ing no hope, and without God in the world,’ 
Eph. ii, 12; are invited to these wells, as well as 
those who are already made citizens of the — 
heavenly country; for the call extended to all 
thatare afar off. Acts ii, 39. The poor in spirit, 
as well as the rich i in faith, and the most un- 
clean sinner as well as the renewed saint, 
may freely come to these wells of salvation: 
Nay, wonderful, the greater sinners we have 
been, the more welcome we are! This is 
amazing news indeed; yet, astonishing as. it 
is, itis incontrovertibly true; for our Lord 
himself hath said, that he ‘¢ame not to call 
‘the righteous, but sinners to repentance.’ 
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Mark ii. 17.. And when the gospel was to be 
preached among all nations, we find him parti- 
cularly charging his apostles to begin the 
glad tidings at Jerusalem. Luke xxiv. 47. 
Despair not, then, O sinner, wheever thou art, 
and how great soever thy sins have been, 
come to these living waters, and thou shalt 
surely be as welcome as David, Manasseh, 
the woman of Samaria, Mary Magdalene, 
Peter, and the crucifiers of our Lord were, 
many of whose hands were, in a manner, yet 
reeking with his blood, when the apostles, 
through grace, brought them to-drink of the | 
wells of salvation, and to wash in that foun- 
tain which was opened ‘to the house of David, 
‘ and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for ‘sin 
‘and for uncleanness,’ Zech. xiii. 1; for we 
find no Jess than about three thousand of 
them converted in one day by the preaching 
of Peter. But, further, to encourage the very 
greatest of sinners to hope in the goodness of 
God, Paul telleth us, that for this cause he 
obtained mercy, that in him ‘first, Jesus 
© Christ might show forth .all long-suffering, 
‘ for a pattern to them which should hereafter 
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’ € believe on him to life everlasting. 1 Timo. 


i. 16. Listen to his character, as delineated 
by himself: ‘I verily,’ saith he, ‘ thought with 
‘myself, that I ought to do many things con- 
‘trary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth: 
‘which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and 
‘many of the saints did I shut up in prison, 


‘having received authority from. the chief 


‘priests; and when they were put to death, 
‘I gave my voice: against them. And I 
‘punished them oft in every. synagogue, 
‘and compelled them to blaspheme: and 
‘being exceedingly mad against them, I 
‘ persecuted them even unto strange cities.’ 
Acts xxvi. 9—12. And again, I was a blas- 
‘phemer and a persecutor, and injurious.’ 
Nay, he calleth himself the chief of sinners. 1 
Timothy, i. 13—16. Now, art thou as great 
a sinner as he was ? Well, though thou be, to 
keep thee from despair, and encourage thee to 
hope, look at the pattern of the riches and 
long suffering mercy of Jesus Christ manifested 


to him; but if thou shouldst imagine thy sins 


to have been greater than his were, and though 
this should even be the case, which is more 
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than probable, yet consider, thou shouldst not 
despair, unless thou art assured that Paul was 
at the utmost bounds of God’s mercy, which: 
we are sure was not the case, for his mercy is 
infinite, and we are expressly told, that Christ 
is ‘ able also to save them to the uttermost that 
‘come unto God through him, seeing he ever 
‘liveth to make intercession for them.’ Heb. 
vii. 25. Take consolation, then, from this, O 
sinner, whoever thou art; and, when thy sins 
stare thee in the face, remember that Jesus 
Christ looketh God in the face, in heaven, 
pleading the merits of his death, for the most 
guilty of men who shall believe on him. That 
was a good saying of Prosper, ‘A man may 
‘lose temporals against his will, but not 
‘ spirituals.’ ‘God will harden none, damn 
‘ none against their will.’—Gurnal’s Christian 
Armour. Now, sinner, darest thou be so bold, 
as to say from the heart, that thou art not 
willing to besaved? Methinks thou wilt surely 
shudder at the awful thought, and cry out with 
abhorrence, God forbid that I should say so: 
_.No, I wish to be saved. Well then, there is 
good hope concerning thee ; nay, thou mayest 
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rest assured that thou shalt have everlasting 

life, if thou art willing to be saved upon God’s 

terms, a summary of which is—That thou re- 

nouncest all dependance upon thine own 

righteousness, both in whole and in part, as 

the smallest ground of hope; and dependest 

entirely and alone on the doing and dying 

of Christ for salvation; being willing to part 

with all thy sins, even the most beloved of 

them; nay, even being ready to put the knife 

to the throats of thy Isaacs, the very best of 
thy worldly enjoyments, however lawful in 

themselves, at the command of Christ, and to 

give thyself pew up to his re Hnte’ ae. 
rule, 


But now thou art apt to ery out, alas! alas! 
then what shall become of me, for I find a 
strange backwardness of heart to be so willing 
as hath been described. Well, but hast thou 
a desire to be made so? Then thy case is very 
far from being desperate ; for thou art told, 
that the Lord ‘will fulfil the desire of them 
‘that fear him; he also will hear their cry, and 
‘will save them,’ Psalm cxlv. 19; and again, 
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that ‘ it is God which worketh in you, both to 
‘ will and to do of his good pleasure.’ Phil. ii. 
12. Nay, there is an infallible remedy pro-, 
vided for such as thou art, in these words: 
‘ Thy peopie shall be willing in the day of thy 
‘power.’ Psalm cx. 8. Go, therefore, and 
plead his word; remind him of his promise, 
and he will not be offended ; for he hath gra- 
ciously said, ‘ put me in remembrance; let us 
‘ plead together’ Isaiah xliii. 26. 


Water, too, is of a fructifying nature; and, 
jtideed, without it, there could be neither life 
nor vegetation in the earth. In like manner, 
the water of the wells of salvation is of a fruc- 
tifying nature; ‘it maketh all who really 
‘ drink of it, to spring up as among the grass, 
¢ as willows by the water-courses,’ Isa. xliv. 4 
This living water causeth all those who drink 
it to liye a spiritual life, and maketh them 
fruitful in holiness and good works ; nor shall 
they ever thirst, for it shall be in them a well 
of water springing up into everlasting life. 
John iy. 14. We are told that the waters of 
the sanctuary are productive of new fruit, 
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Ezek. xlvii. 12; therefore let none say they 


have drunken of these living springs, unlessin _ 


some happy measure they be bringing forth 
that which is glorifying to God, and useful to 
men. 


Spring-wells are also of a purifying and 
cleansing nature, and that in two respects : 
First, if filth be got into any of them, it will 
not be suffered there to remain ; for the spring 
will continue working it out, by little and 
little, till at length the fountain become again 
entirely pure. Secondly, by using their wa- 
ter in washing, vessels and garments are 
cleansed. 


Well, the wells of salvation are likewise of 
a purifying and cleansing nature, and that 
also in two respects: First, the Holy Ghost, 
the great fountain of blessing, worketh out 
through sanctification, by little and little, all 
the filth of original and actual sin, which pol- 
luteth the believer, till at last he become en- 
tirely pure; agreeably to that sweet word of 
promise recorded by the prophet: ‘I will 


¥, 
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‘ sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall 
‘ be clean from all your filthiness, and from all 
‘ your idols will I cleanse you.’ Ezekiel xxxvi. 
25. Secondly, ‘ with the washing of water by 
‘the word.’ Ephesians v. 26. Thus, we get 
our hearts not only sprinkled from an evil con- 
science, but our bodies washed with pure wa- 
ter, Heb. x. 22; and so the garments of cur 
outward lives and conversation are made clean. 
‘Wherewithal, saith David, ‘shall a young 
‘man cleanse his way ? By taking heed there- 
to, according to thy word.’ Psalm exix. 9. 


Spring wells, too, are many of them of a 
medicinal and healing quality; hence they 
are frequented by the diseased; numbers of 
whom, like the woman with the bloody issue, 
after having spent all their living upon physi- 
cians, to no purpose, Luke viii. 43, have been 
perfectly cured by drinking these waters, 


Well, sinners, the wells of salvation are all 
of a medicinal and healing quality ; nay, bet- 
ter news still, never one yet truly drank of 


them but was made whole, of whatsoever 
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spiritual disease he had. Why then stay 
away under Graduate Moral Swasion, Physi- 
cian Legality, and Decter Self-dependence ; 
together with Surgeon Splint, who wants to 
supply you with a wooden leg of your own 
righteousness, joined to the righteousness of 
_ Christ; upon which you may stand justified 

before God, and walk fearlessly up to heaven : 
with numbers of the faculty, that administer 
‘to you large potions of erroneous stuff. These, 
‘instead of curing you, will only pick your 
pockets, that is your minds of any seeming 
grace, and kill you at last. O! as you love 
your own souls, fly from them, for they are 
nothing but quacks; they never received their 
diploma from the College above; they are all — 
forgers of lies, and physicians of no ‘value, 
Job xiii. 4. Come, then, to the wells of salva- 
tion; hear, and your souls shall live ; come 
and aigb of the sure mercies of David, Bebah 
lv. 3, then shall that draught go down with 
‘you sweetly, ‘I have seen his ways and will 
‘heal him,’ Isaiah Iii. 1@—and- ‘again, ‘1 
¢ will heal their backslidings, I will love them 
‘freely.’ Hosea xiv.4. As Naaman the Syrian 
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was recovered of hisleprosy through the means 
of bathing in Jordan, 2 Kings v. 14, so shalt 
thou, O! sinner, whoever thou art, be healed 
ot the spiritual leprosy of sin, if by faith thou 
bathe in those waters. Now, to prevent mis- 
takes, if thou have done ‘so to purpose, thou 
mayest know by this: Hast thou been made 
as Naaman’s flesh was, even like that ofa little 
child, humble and willing to submit to the 
teaching of thy heavenly Father, ready to bear 
the cress when he calleth thee to that exercise, 
as well as to wear the crown? Then thou 
mayest safely conclude, that thou hast been 
healed indeed. But as the pool of Bethesda 
had only its virtue of healing from the angel’s 
troubling the water; so let us beware of ever 
expecting that from ordinances, those wellsof 
salvation, which is not in themselves; for it is 
only when Christ Jesus, the angel of the 
covenant, by his spirit maketh them effectual, 
that they can do us any good. Therefore, let 
us always look up to the great Author ofthese 
ever precious springs for his blessing upon 
them; otherwise, we might lye by them, not 
only thirty and eight, but threescore‘and ten, 
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yes, fourscore years, nay, all the nights and 
days of our lives, without ever being a whit 
the better. 


Spring wells likewise serve as mirrors: in 
them we may see ourselves. It is fabled that 
Narcissus, when looking into one of them, be- 
came passionately enamoured with his own 
beauty ; at which, the gods being displeased, 
punished his self-conceit by metamorphosing 
him into that flower, which still bears his name. 


Now, the weils of salvation are true mirrors, 
in which every believer seeth himself in his 
own proper colours. And doth the sight make 
him to admire himself? O no! quite the re- 
verse! It maketh him, whatever good opinion 
he had of himself before, now to cry out with 
Job, ‘I abhor myself’ And, indeed, how can 
it be otherwise ? For, as a son of fallen Adam, 
he is the most loathsome creature on earth, 
being altogether spread over, soul and body; 
with the loathsome leprosy of sin. We are 
told, that ‘ as in water face answereth to face, 
‘so the heart of man to man.’ Prov. xxvii. 19. 
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So when we look into our own hearts, through 
the medium of these wells, we are presented 
with a just picture of our own character, taken 
from the original in Eden, after eating the 
forbidden fruit; and if the view be tblest to 
our use, it will make us truly humble indeed. 
But in them we likewise get a ravishing and 
transforming sight of Christ; for ‘we all with 
‘open face beholding, as in a glass, the glory 
‘ of the Lord, are changed into the same image, 
‘from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
‘the Lord.’ 2 Corinthians, iii. 18. 


Waters, we are assured, can be made to rise 
as high as their sources: hence some of them 
have been carried up to an amazing height. 

And O what a comfortable thought it is, that 
the wells of salvation have all their springs in 
God. Despair not then, O sinner, however 
great or lifted up thy sins have been, these 
living waters can overtop and wash them all 
away ; for God’s mercies are as infinite as him- 
~ self, and boundless beyond all bounds. Let 
this consideration, then, hold up the head of 
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thy soul in hope, and cheer thee in thy sad- 
dest moments. 


Some waters, too, are also of a petrifying 
and changing nature: The most remarkable 
of this kind, in the course of my reading, is 
a stream in freland, of which it is confidently 
said, that if a plate of iron be put into it, and 
let remain for some time, there will be one of 
copper found in its room; which occasions the 
vulgar to say, that the water has the power of 
changing iron into copper. But the fact ap- 
pears to be, that the stream being very much 
impregnated with the latter, the acid which 
held it in solution, lets it fall on the former, 
by which it is incrusted over, penetrated, dis- 
solved, and carried down the stream, while 
the copper remains in its place. Well, the 
wells of salvation are likewise of a petrifying 
and changing nature; they change the sinner 
into a saint; not that the bad heart, strietly 
speaking, is really changed; no, ‘because the 
‘earnal mind is enmity against God; for it is 
‘not subject to the law of Gad, neither indeed 
‘ean be.” Rom, viii. 7. But they are the 
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means of doing what is equivalent, even of dis- 
solving and destroying it, and leaving a new 
one in its place; for the great Author of these 
Beebs hath said, ‘a new heart also will I give 
‘ you, and a new spirit will I put within you: 
f ‘and I will take away the stony heart out of 
‘your flesh; and I will give you an heart of. 
‘flesh. Ezek: xxxvi. 26. ‘Therefore if any 
‘man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
‘things are passed away; behold, all things 
‘are become new.’ 2 Cor. v. 17; Yet be not 
afraid, poor sinner, who hast fled to Christ, 
though thou still feel corruption stirring within 
thee, and have to complain of a bad heart: for; 
as the Canaanites were not destroyed all at 
once, but by little and little, even so shall thy 
sinful heart and corruptions be. Nor is it any 
ill sign that thou complainest of the stirring 
of these foes within; nay, on the contrary, it 
is a good evidence that their destruction is be- 
gun, and shall in due time be completed ; nor 
art thou singular in complaints of this kind ; 
hear, for thy encouragement, what the apostle 
Paul saith; ‘I find then a law, that when I 
“would do good, evil is present with me: For 
o 
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‘J delight in the law of God, after the inward 
‘man; but I see another law in my members 
‘ warring against the law of-my mind, bring- 
‘ ing me into captivity to the law of sin, which 
‘is in my members. O wretched man that I 
‘am! who shall deliver me from the body of 
‘this death?? Rom. vii. 21—25. Now, thou 
canst not doubt of Paul’s being-a saint, though 
he thus complaineth; and neither needest thou 
of thyself, if, like him, thou long to be deli- 
vered from the burden of indwelling sin. 


Spring wells are also inexhaustible; for 
though they have been drawn out of daily, 
from one generation to anoth er, they are still 
as full and fresh as ever, and will be ready to 
supply us to-morrow, as well as to-day. Thus 
they are beautiful emblems of the wells of sal- 
vation, out of which, though believers have 
been refreshed, comforted, and strengthened, 
in all ages, from the days of Adam to the pre- 
sent time, yet they are still as full and fresh 
as ever, always flowing and overflowing, for 
the benefit of all the elect. Isaac’s blessings 
were soon exhausted; Jacob drew them all off 


an. 
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but a few dregs, which were left for Esau. But 
the blessings of salvation can never be ex- 
hausted, nor in the least impaired, to all eter- 
nity. Come, then, O sinners! to these living 
waters; for if you be but willing, whoever you 
are, or whatever your sins have been, the Lord 
maketh you as heartily welcome to come and 
solace yourselves with them, as he maketh the 
beasts of the earth, and fowls of the air, to 
drink of the natural stream. Listen to yon- 
der voice, Q thirsty sinner: do you not hear. 
the great head of the springs crying, ‘ if any 
“manathirst, let him come unto me and drink.’ 
John vii. 37. This unlimited invitation fully 


warrants any sinner, in any nation, of any 


profession, at any time, freely to accept of sal- 
vation, if he have any longing for it. Why, 
then, stay away from these living springs? If 
you do, you shall die, and your blood will be 
upon your own heads, for refusing salvation 
when freely offered to you. Doth not that re- 
bel justly deserve execution, who will not ac- 
cept of a free pardon from his prince? O! be 


not then so mad ; ‘ To-day, if ye will hear his 


‘voice, harden not your heart.’ Psalm xcv. 6 
—8, Come, then, drink, and live for ever. 
02 
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Springs, too, cannot be easily stopped; or 
it they should in one place, they will generally 
break forth in another. So the wells of sal- 
vation can never be stopped, though many 
fruitless attempts have been made to this ef- 
fect, by the devil and his servants, in all ages 
of the church. Shortly after they were dis- 
covered in Paradise, Satan thought to stop 
them in the family of Adam, by making Cain 
to murder his brother: Yet how quickly again 
did they spring forth in the line of Seth. Pha- 
raoh, too, with the Egyptians, thought to pre- 
vent them, by oppressing the children of Is- 
rael with a grievous bondage, and drowning 
their infant males; but how were they disap- 
pointed! their aighaal endeavours made them. 
only spring up with redoubled force: for the 
more they afflicted them, the more they grew. 
Exodus i, 12. The wicked Jews likewise at- 
tempted to stop them, by persecuting and 
slaying the prophets, and at last Christ Jesus, 
the head of the springs himself: then did sia 
exultingly think they had effectually stopped 
them. But was this the case? No, quite the 
reverse ; for this was over-ruled, to be the 
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means, in the hand of infinite wisdom, of 
making them rise higher, and spring fresher, 
not only in the land of Judea (to which before 
they had been mostly confined), but through 
all the world, than what they had done before. 
‘Then fully began to be verified the truth of 
David’s prediction, ‘Why do the heathen 
* rage, and the people imagine a vain thing ? 
“ the kings of the earth set themselves, and the: 
‘rulers take counsel together, against the 
‘ Lord, and against his anointed, saying, Let. 

‘ us break their bands asunder, and cast away 
f Sette cords from us. He that sitteth in the 
‘ heavens. shall laugh; the Lord shall have 
‘ them in derision. Then shall he speak unto 

¢ them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore 
‘ad ished yet have I set my king upon 
‘my holy hill of Zion... I will declare the de- 
* cree: the Lord hath said unto me, thou art 
‘my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask 
‘ of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
‘ thine. inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
‘ the earth for thy possession.’ Psalm ii. 1-9. 


But now, what would it avail to the thirsty 
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pilgrim, when travelling through a parched 
wilderness, to hear tell of numberless springs, 
of which he might freely drink, unless he were 
told where they were to be found? So it may 
not be amiss, then, for the benefit of thirsty 
sinners, who have their faces Sionward, shortly 
to specify where those living springs may be 
found. First, then, in the general, as the globe 
is divided into four quarters, all the works of 
God may be said to be divided into four fields, 
in three of which the wells of salvation are in 
plenty to be found ; but in the fourth, there is 
not so much as one drop of water to cool the 
tongue; the first is Creation; the second is 
Providence ; the third is Redemption ; and the 
fourth, final Condemnation. 


But, to speak more particularly: These 
springs are to be found in the works of Crea- 
tion. True, indeed, the heathen, without the 
light of the sacred Scriptures, could never see 
them there ; but we who are graciously fa- 
voured with that, may clearly view them in 
these wonderful works, which are all subser- 
vient to the great work of man’s: salvation. 
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Next, they are to be found in the works of Pro- 
vidence. ‘ Whoso is wise, and will observe 
‘these things, even they shall understand the 
‘loving-kindness of the Lord,’ Psal.. evii: 43; 
and how many a sweet draught do we lose, by 
not studying providences more! \ But espe- 
cially they are to be found in the word of God; 
every promise therein contained is a streamlet 
of which the poor thirsty sinner who is ready 
to perish may freely drink, forget his poverty, 
and remember his misery no more. Prov. xxxi. 
7. They are likewise to be found in the 
preached gospel. And what an unspeakable 
blessing is it, that these wells of salvation are 
so plenteous in our land, and that we may come 
and draw out of them, none externally to make 
us afraid. They are also to be found in the 
sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s supper ; 
and these are two blessed fountains indeed, 
out of which believers draw many a pleasing 
draught of communion with God and his 
people. Again, they are to be found in the 
conversation of the Godly : for ‘ the words of 
-©a man’s mouth are as deep waters, and the 
‘ well-spring of wisdom as a flowing brook.’ 


wat 
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Prov. xviii. 4. They are, moreover, to be 
found springing up in the family and clo- 
set in prayer, when that duty is performed 
in the Spirit. They are likewise to be 
found in holy contemplations; and from these 
the sweet singer of Israel was often refreshed. 
‘My meditation of him shall be sweet,’ saith 
he, “I will be glad in the Lord? Psalm civ. 34. 
And, indeed, the believer on his death-bed, 
we may well think, taketh his last draught 
from these streams of grace ; afterward he is 
set down above, to drink from the fountain of 
glory. Come then, O sinner, whoever thou 
art, and, with the cords of love, let down the 
_ pitcher of faith, and draw, and. drink to life 
eternal. enoaid | 
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Waar ranting in this ale-house do I hear ! 
And stumblings out upon the streets I see! 
While dreadful oaths from mouths are now belch’d ae 
Which speak can scarce two words of common sense: 
And puddings, pies well spic’d, and roasted geese, 
Fume from each house, with grateful odours, forth ; 
And tolling bells, are sounding, heard afar ; 
. While shops shat up declare this Christmas-day, 


And O, what a shame it is, that many who 
profess to keep this sacred to the remembrance 
of the birth of our dear Lord and Saviour, 
should spend it in feasting and rioting, nay, 
often in open profanity and wickedness. 
Those who are acquainted with the heathen 
mythology, did they not know that idolatry 

P2 
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was abolished in our land, might naturally 
conclude that this day was kept in memory of 
the drunken god Bacchus. Such, instead of 
reverencing’ the name and birth of our Saviour, 
only dishonour him, and serve their own 
bellies. Yet I would not be thought entirely 
to speak against all social feasting, nor even 
on this day, provided that were gone about 
with due moderation, and those topics of dis- 
course Introduced at table which aught be 
as talking Aer he amazing eecenirn, 
of the Second Person of the adorable Trinity, 

in conilescending SO infinitely low as to take 
our nature upon him, and to be born of a poor 
woman, and that i in a stable, and laid in a 
manger; and all this that he might work out 
a complete righteousness for us, bear the in- 
finite wrath of God, and die for our sins. In- 
deed, the bir th, the life, and death of Jesus, 
ought frequently 1 to be the subjects of our dis- 
course, and the burden of all our. Contempla- 
tions. ‘From the coming of the Saviour’ Ss being 
first promised in Paradise, ‘with what holy 
longings did the patriarchs. and prophets. look 
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forward to the time of his birth; and when 
that all-wonderful circumstance took place, 
with what joy and alacrity did the angel of 
the Lord come down out of heaven to announce 
the same to the watchful shepherds i in the fields 
of Bethlehem : and O how sweet were the se- 
raph’s words, introduced with. that ever de- 
lightful preface ! ¢ Fear not; for behold (saith 
‘ he) I bring you glad ‘ees of great joy, 
‘ which shall be to all people. For unto you 
‘ is born this day, in the city of David, a Sa- 
‘ viour, which is Christ the Lord. And this 
« shall be a sign unto you; ye shall find the 
‘ babe wrapt in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
‘manger. And suddenly there was with the 
‘angel, a multitude of: the heavenly host 
‘ praising God, and saying, Glory to God in 
‘the highest, and on earth, peace, good will 
toward men.’ Luke ii, 10—15. Now, when 
these blessed spirits, who stood in no need of 
a Saviour, were so much transported with joy 
in proclaiming to sinners the news of salva- 
tion, how much more, then, ought we to be 
ravished with the glad tidings, and to delight 
in speaking of redeeming love, who are the 
unworthy objects of nye or 
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Let those, too, who are in affluent circum- 
stances, on this day of festivity, remember the 
poor followers of Christ, some of whom are 
still as he was when in this world, even not 
having where to lay their heads, while many 
of them have but sorry lodgings, and very 
little either of clothes, food, or fire, to answer 
their necessities in this cold season; now, a 
small portion sent them on this day, if what 
things they need, would gladden their hearts, 
and make them also rejoice ; nor should the 
donors have cause to regret their donations, 
for our Lord and Master hath promised to re- 
ward even a cup of cold water aAeaps to any “ 
nee name of a disciple. , 


For my part, wHetherT keep Christmas is 
not material, as the Christian zrais very much 
disputed by Chronologers themselves; and 
though the truth were established, finding no 
command in Scripture, neither example by 
our Lord nor his apostles for so doing; yet 
may I every day remember the birth, the life, 
and crucifixion of Jesus, ae — according 
to his gospel. OAD Se hae 
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This is now the time when men of business 
are busy in balancing their accounts, collect- 
ing their debts, settling their books, and tak- 
ing stock; and ought not I to be balancing 
my accounts for eternity, and seeing how mat- 
ters stand between God and my soul? Can 
any thing be so necessary as this? Surely not; 
this is the one thing needful, the neglect of 
which would be soul-ruining for ever. To pro- 
ceed, then; not to speak of the countless pri- 
vileges with which I have been favoured 
ever since I had a being, with what number-. 
less mercies have I been credited since the be- 
ginning of last year; and how little improve- 
ment have I made of all! On the other hand, 
how immensely have I been adding to the 
enormous sum previously contracted to law 
and justice ; nor am J able to pay one farthing 
of the debt: nay, even so much as to keep 
myself for a single moment from running 
deeper in arrears. What must then be done?. 
For, ‘Pay that thou owest,’ and ‘Cursed is 
‘every one that continueth not in all things 
‘that are written in the book of the law todo 
‘them,’ Gal. iii. 10; is the unalterable claim, 
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and dreadful denunciation of law and justice. 
Shall I then despair, and brood on the dismal 
thoughts of being cast into the prison of hell 
for ever? O no; for eternally blessed be God, 

who: hath laid hike upon one that is mighty, 
Christ Jesus hath fully answered the demands 
of both, in room of his chosen. But should 
my unbelief object and say, what evidences 
have I of this? I answer, the Scriptures of truth 
declare that in the strongest language; to 
prove which, a very few passages, selected. out 
of many, are only necessary. ‘The Messiah 
‘shall be cut off, but not for himself, saith 
Daniel, ix. 26; and Isaiah, through the whole 
of the 53d chapter, describeth this in the clear-= 
est and fullest manner, rather like a history of 
past. ev ents, than a prophecy of what was to 
come: so that no Socinian nor Unitarian, 
whether he be Jew or, Gentile, can mistake his: 
meaning, unless he be willfully blind. We 
are told that he will magnify the law and make 
it. honourable; tliat he is the end of the law 
for rightioudhess to every one that believeth. 
Rom. x..4; that. he was made sin’ for us who 
knew no, “ 2 €or. v. 21; and, that he bore 
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our sins, in his own body, on the tree, 1 Pe- 
ter, ii) 24. Nay, our ever blessed Lord him- 
self, upon the cross, with his dying breath, de- 
clared it was finished; and to put the matter 
beyond the least inddone of doubt; ¢ on the third 
day he was taken from the prison of the grave; 

one of the clearest evidences which could be 
given, that he had fully answered all the de- 
mands of the broken law, and paid his people’s 
debt, to the very last mite; and he is now as- 
cended on high, to see all the discharges pro 
perly given out to the insolvents, for whom he 
had undertaken ; for he is ‘exalted, a Prince 
‘anda Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, 

‘and forgiveness of sins” Acts v. 31. For 
though the discharges were all virtually grant- 
ed upon Christ’s undertaking the mediatory 
office, and actually purchased by his complete 
satisfaction, yet they are only personally given 
out to his people, upon their act of be- 
lieving. How much, then, doth it concern me 
to know whether I have thus got out my dis- 
charge; for, till this be known, conscience can 
never be quiet, nor can I have any well ground- 
ed assurance that I have peace with God. As 
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to my stock, it is none of the smallest, when I 
consider the tolerable degree of health with 
which i am possessed, the use of reason, and 
the number of Gospel privileges that I still en- 
joy: O! to improve this precious stock, to the 
enriching of my soul, better for the time to 
come, than I have done in times that are past. 
And now, while many are beginning this new 
year with ricting and drunkenness, may Ien- 
_ ter upon it, forming through grace, resolu- 
tions of amendment; and.in order that I may 
do so, it will be highly necessary to take no- 
tice of those particular sins to which Lam most 
addicted, and to be setting my watch against 
them; but, while I do this, I must also be care- 
ful not to neglect the other parts of my con- 
duct, lest Satan, like a cunning besieger, 
should only seem to make the attack at that 
part where he is most feared, but really enter- 
ing in at another quarter, where he is not at 
all expected. 


: This morning, being within a few miles of 
the shore, and finding it rather soft, and the 
stew a good deal dissolved, I strongly imag- 
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ined a thaw had taken place, while the little 
birds, caroling on the hedges, strengthened 
this imagination; but signifying the same to 
a neighbour, he told me that I was mistaken : 
It was only what is called in some parts of the 
country, in the vicinity of the ocean, a sea 
fright, being occasioned by the air of that 
element; but, on the inland, the frost was still _ : 
as cet: and hard as ever, which Ir now. find ti: 
to be the case, 


This putteth me in od of many, who, 
when under the rod of affliction, and the ter- 
rors of an awakened conscience, shew great | 
signs of repentance, in bewailing their by-past 
lives, and make strong vows and resolutions 
of amendment for the future: To hear and see 
them, then, one would naturally conclude that 
they were true penitents; yet all this may be 
only called a law-fright; for almost as soon as 
the affliction i is removed, and their conscience 
again become quiet, they return to their old 
_ habits, as a dog to his vomit, and the sow that 

was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 2 
. Peter i ii, 22, And, indeed, as no kindly thaw 
Q2 
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will be till the wind shift from the north, so no 
real evangelical repentance can take place till 
the dispositions are changed by the spirit of 
God.—How much, then, doth it concern me 
to know whethice my repentance be of a 
genuine kind, as proceeding from the gospel, 
or only occasioned by the terrors of the law; 
and by this I may know, if my sorrow for sin 
have been after a godly : sort, then my grief 
will be chiefly on account of the offence com- 
mitted against God ; and I will not only cry 
out against sin, at, have an utter abhorrence 
of it in my heart: but, on the other hand, if 
my sorrow for it be of a worldly kind, pro- 
ceeding only from the terrors of the law, then 
I will be principally affected with it because of 
the punishment it brings. 104, 


Day having now withdrawn, the innumer- 
able lamps of heaven are lighted up; but these 
having already beggared the description of a 
Newton, and neither having his genius nor 
telescope, it shall be the wisdom of such a 
worm of the dust as I am, rather silently to 
admire than speak of these stupendous works, 
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which so far surpassed the ken of that. great 
and worthy astronomer, to whom we.are still 
so deeply indebted for what little knowledge 
of them we possess. But though the eagle 
flies aloft, rises up to heaven, and looks upon 
the-sun, yet the bat that lowly flies abroad in 
the twilight finds also its pleasure and _profit ; 
and so may I, by contemplating the different 
scenes which are now carried on... 


How many now at balls, mix in the dance, 
With minds as light as bodies gaily drest ; 
Beguiling time, more properly themselves, 
With empty shows, in place of solid good : 
Thus, many dress and dance away their time ; 
Nor know they, when the jig of life is o’er, _ 
Where they shall take their everlasting seats. 


How many likewise to the play-house throng, 
And at the doors now for admittance press, 
Into these splendid nurseries of vice ; 
Where folly strives by every art to please, 
And studied falsehood, ‘in the guise of truth, | 
Excites aloud the laugh from empty minds, 
Or makes some weep that ne’er wept for their sins, 


O! if many were as diligent in going to 
pray as they are anxious in going to a play, 


m, 
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and were as earnestly pressing to get into the 
kingdom of heaven as sometimes they are for 
admittance into those schools of folly, and were 
as much transported in. meditating on Re- | 
deeming Love and the glories of heaven, as 
they are often while thinking on the amuse- 
ments of the stage, they would doubtless enter 
into eternal felicity at last. O! how will 
Satan and their own conscience upbraid such 
in hell, who have here so eagerly engaged in 
mere trifles and fashionable follies, while they 
have neglected the one thing needful,—the 
glory of God and the salvation of their own 
immortal souls. 


In taverns, spending money, time, and health, — 
Benumbing reason, likewise many nee 
In idle chat, disputing state affairs ; 
And, as they drink, grow very great in thought, 
Boasting of deeds they never once performed, © 
Of riches too, or friends they never had ; 
Threaten or promise, what, when reason ‘rules, 
They either will not or they cannot do; ° mo 
Pick quarrels oft, arid foolish. ‘wagers lay. 
Now, others on the gaming table stake 
Their friends, their credit, and their money all, ; 
Which oft the pistol loads, or halter makes} 
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That slips with shame them quickly out of life, 

A burden grown too great for them to bear. 

But, dreadful step! this weightier makes their guilt, 
And shuts the final bar against all hope; 

Then, down they sink in the dread pit of woe, 

And dying, ever die, a deathless death. 


O! that those who follow the pernicious prac- 
tice ofgambling, would consider that the great- 
est stake which they risk is their own immor- 
tal souls, for which the devil secretly plays the 
card which at last will gain the prize, if sove- 
reign grace do not prevent. O! then, ‘ What 
‘shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
‘whole world, and. lose his soul? Or what 

‘shall a man give in exchange — his soul ?’ 
Mark viii. 36, 37. ars 


Now in the tradesman’s shop, the smithy chief, 
The tale of scandal or of news goes round; __ 
While Vulcan’s son, with skilful nervous arm, 
The plough-irons on the anvil hammers out, 
And dashes, sparkling, in the water trough, 
With thundering noise, which temper gives the whole. 
Then, in the farmer’ ‘8 hall, strange stories told, 
Of faries, witches, or of spectres seen, 
A deadly pale bring over every cheek : 
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Nor ean, who disbelieve the idle tales, 

Indeed be altogether unappall’d : 

O how this proves.some latent guilt in all. 

Then merry tricks, or else some jests of wit, 
Raise loud the laugh, which cheers again the mind, 
While love intrigues reveal’d bring up the blash, 
And send around the laughter still more loud ; 

Or songs of love, or ancient battles, sung, 

Make time seem short, and speed the nightly toil, 
Till supper’s got ; when, lo! the goodman brings 
The bible out, a thing too seldom done, — 

And shuts with worship up the.evening scene. 


But now, to yonder wretched hovel, where 
The little shattered casement dimly shews, 
Amidst the gloom, the feeble glimmering light, 
Haste, O my muse, to witness scenes of woe. 
Here lies a man in grace apparent rich, — 

A child of God, an heir’of endless bliss ; 

Yet dying here upon a bed of straw! 

But wonder not, for God’s own Son was ory ; 
And his own chosen here are often so: — 

Nor must they boldly ask the reason why ; 

It is‘enough for them to know while here, 
Their heavenly Father orders all things well ; 
They,’ in the state of bliss, ‘at last shall see, 
That all the incidents which them befel — 
Infinite wisdom plaon'd and overrul'd, 

And clearly trace their mazy windings all, 
The reasons too, why this or that was done: 
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And in sweet anthems to the praise of grace, 
Acknowledged then, with grateful heart and. tongues, 
That if, but any one had wanting been, 
Nay, even the most minute, their souls had fail’ dy 
Of ever landing on the shores of bliss. 
Let me then learn from this, whatever may 
Befal me, travelling through this vale of tears, ; 
Not to repine, but still to be content, 
Then, like this peasant, shall I die in peace, 
Who like a shock of corn, as Job recounts, 
Comes to his grave as that in season's hous'd, 
Worn out by many years and honest toil. 
His wife and children by, -all bath’d in tears, 
To whom the husband and the father speaks : 
Why weep. so much, my dear and loving wife? 
Did not you know, that day 1 got your hand, 

A day of parting too would also come ? 
Grieve not; then, dearest, at the will of heaven ; 
We soon shall meet again to part no more. ) 
’Midst all the trials that us here befel, 
I found you still a loving patient wife, 
Me cheering up, in midst of all our straits, 
With counsel still, to put our trust in God ; 
And will my dear now shrink? no, surely not. 
O be resign’d, love, to our Father's will ; 
You know, [ was but onlyjlent to you ; 
Repine not then, that God recalls the loan, 
I leave you, and our tender little babes, 0% | 
All on our loving Heavenly Pather’s care.’ 
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O trust in Him, who hath, this promise,given, 
(And never will, nor.can unsay his;word) 

I will a husband to. the, widow be, 

And father likewise.to the fatherless : 

Rely on him, and you,shall never, want; 
Jehovah, Jireh: is his, promise still. 

We had; indeed; our ups and downs in life; 
Yet in the mount.of all our greatest; straits, 

A rich provider still we found-the. Lord. 

O place your trust in him, my dearest dear, 
And see you bring our children up, for God): 

May they and you meet me before the throne : 

O God grant this, he said, —and, paus'd,—She sighed ; 
Her breaking heart was full of jovous grief, 
And turn’d about to let the big tear fall. 

While fast the. battering hail and_boist’rous wind ; 
Beat through the shatter'd window, door, and roof ; 
The tender infant in the eradle screams ; 

The weeping. mother now on Mary. calls, 

And bids her quickly, to.the.child attend. 

The dying man now. feebly asks a drink,. 

Then simple water-gruel his. partner, brings. . 
For rigid penury, and,duties,high,, 

Preclude this. dying saint the use of wine. 

O would ,our legislators think on this,’ _ 

And fall on.measures that. the poor,distress'd) 
Might get this, cordial at some easy.rate., 

And would thase.rich, who often wine, abuse, » 
But spare a little from the sinful waste, 

To help their poor afflicted neighbours round, 
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How many prayers, both for themselves and theirs, 
Might from the sick and dying be obtain'd : 
Reflection this, would surely better be. 

Than wholenights rev’ling spent at Bacchus’ shrine. 
The good man, now, a little more reviv'd, 

Calls all his tender little children round, 

And, Jacob like of old, them blesses all, 

And good instruction gives them one by one : 

Such as, they should for ever fear the Lord, 

And daily to him pray, both even and morn, 

Their questions jearn, and read his holy word; 
Not play on Sabbath, neither ill words say. 
Obedient. always to their mother be ; 

And when they came to years that they.could work, 
Bring home their earnings to her,—and the like. 
Then, with uplifted hands, by fervent prayer, 
Leaves. wife and children wholly on the Lord. 

Thus having done, the good man said with joy, 
Now all my business here on earth is o’er ; 
Farewell, dear wife, and,—and!—he could no more, 
The faultering tongue its office now resigns, © 

Aud down he speechless sinks upon the bed ; 

But looking up to heaven, he smiles in death. 

A sigh, or two, sets free his soul from dust ; 

And leaves the body but a lifeless corpse. 

His mournful widow now shor’d up by grace, 

A Christian fortitude ‘midst all displays. 

My children dear, ‘said she, why cry so much ? 
Your father’s now reliev'd of all his pain, 

And gone to happiness for ay in heaven. 
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«No, mam,’ says prattling Dick, of three jae old, 

‘ Dad no away to heaven, me see him "et; 

ay hen to the bed- side runs, and calls, ‘ Dad, Dad, 

«’Peak a me, Dad, me be your little Dick ;’ 

The grieving mother’s heart, . now like to break, 

Mary observes, and pulls her brother baek, 

Who screams out, ‘ O no, me no leave my dad, 

‘Dad, Mely beat, fol pulling me fom ‘ou.’ 

Now what to do the mother searcely ee 3 

Mary, her eldest, only nine years old, 

Across the dreary moor she cannot send, 

Nearly a mile, amidst the dreadful storm, 

To call her friendly nearest neighbour up ; 

Herself would go, but dares not leave the babes : 

So strait resolves to wait the coming day. 

How lonesome now, from neighbour’ s house so far, 

Amidst the wild, while howls the tempest wor 

And to its basis shakes the crazy cot, 

To sit with corpse the dreary winter's night, 

With no one by, except her tender babes ; 

Who rather by their childish questions now, 

Tend to disturb, than tranquillize t the mind : 

Such as,.‘ Will father never live again,» 
‘Then who will work for us, to get us food, 

‘ And who will little Dick his apples bring, | 

‘ Or ask our questions on the Sabbath-day ?” 

Such only wound her bleeding heart afresh ; 

But God the mournful widow now supports, 

And, as her day, so makes her streng'th to be. 
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This is the solemn hour, when ghosts, they say, 
Come from their graves, and walk upon the earth 
But did that thief believe the frightful tale, 

That slyly enters now, his neighbour’s house, 
To rob him of his goods,~durst he do so? 
‘Or those, who for unlawful pleasures seek, 
Select this hour, to gain their base designs, 
If they the ehildish story half believ’d } 

Howe’ er this be, one thing i is doubtless sure, 
Such neither God nor yet the devil fear ; 

Of man, alone, they only are afraid ; 

To see even but a child, affrights them more. 
Than God’s omniscience, or the flames of hell. 


O what sin hath done! how hath it hardened 
the heart, blinded the understanding, and 
seared the conscience; it hath made man, 
who was created at first but a little lower than 
the angels, now lower and more vile than the 
brutes themselves, and more cruel than the 
beasts of prey; so that it may now be said, 
that the most pernicious and abominable crea- 
ture in the world is the unconverted man; and 
can there be a greater proof of his vileness 
and guilt, than his selecting the darkness of 

the night for committing depredations on his 
neighbour, and indulging his lusts? We are 


134 A/“WINTER ‘SEASON. PART IF. 








told that when the swn-ariseth, the beasts of 
the forest, and ‘the ‘young lions, which had 
crept abroad in the night, gather themselves 
together, and lay them down in their dens. 
Psalm civ..20—23. So, (if grace prevent not) 
when the Sun of Righteousness ariseth for the 
comfort of his people, in the morning of the 
resurrection, those nightly miscreants shall 
be gathered together, and made to lie down 
in the infernal den, for ever and. ever. 


Death's pleasing second, now all-conquering sleep, 
Invades with full success the mortal frame ; 
And with his heavy, but delightful hand, 
Composes sweetly every limb to rest : 
Hence willing trophies of his victories lie, 
Supinely snoring, every where around. 


Now the beggar is as happy, as rich, and 
receives as much honour as the king. Allow- 
ing eight hours for sleep out of the twenty- 
four, the king to reign sixty years, and the 
beggar to live the same period ; twenty years 
they are upon an equal footing; and as for 
the other forty, of happiness the beggar has 
often the greatest share: Yet neither would 
the king be happy in being a beggar, nor the 
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beggar in. being a king; for as’‘a man’s life 
“consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
‘-which he possesseth,’ Luke xii. 15, so happi- 
ness doth net depend on the outward ‘condition: 
ofthe body, but on: the inward ‘frame of’ the. 
mind:) The Most High, in consummate wis- 
dom, hath placed everyman in'that rank and’ 
situation in life-which is really best: for: him, 
and in-which he may enjoy the most’satisfac-— 
tion! O! if we-couldtruly believe this, should: 
we then envy the good; or be grieved at the 
prosperity of our neighbours. | 


Th’ insolvent now dreams of: his debts discharg’d}- 
From prison. walks; andoins the giddy throng: ; 
Feasts with his friends, and. commerce.carries.on. 
The felon, too, forgetting he’s in irons, 

’ Now roams at large in his unfetter'd mind, 
And joins his old companions in their crimes ; 
Or, jocund, pushes round the sparkling glass, 
Exulting-in his:liberty.till:morn ; ° 
When harsh, the strong lock, by the keeper turn’d, 
Reluctant wakes him from his pleasing dream,, 
Then reason tells him he’s-a prisoner still, . 
Nay, worse, this is his execution day. 


That-debtor, and this felon, put mein mind 
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of many dreaming professors, who because 
they have a tolerable speculative knowledge 
of the way of salvation, imagine they are be- 
lievers, their sins are pardoned, and they en- 
joy the liberty of the sons of God; while, at 
the same time, they are not careful to main- 
tain good works, but go on in their old prac- 
tice, till at length death knock at the door of 
a@heir hearts: Then they awaken from their. 
idle dreams of happiness,—and_ conscience, 
terribly alarmed, performeth her thankless 
office, assuring them that they are still pri- 
soners of wrath, and must now appear before 
the Judge of quick and dead, to receive the 
awful but just desert of all their crimes. From 
this may I learn to beware of ever flattering 
myself that my faith is saving, unless I find it 
influencing me to a holy practice: ‘ For as the 
‘ body without the spirit is dead,-so faith with- 
‘ out works is dead also.’ James ii. 26. 


Inclos'd "mong quagmires, pits, and dreadful gulphs, © 
Some wander now, nor know they where to step, _ 
Lest they should sink, or fall and never rise : 

Or, insome dreary wood, have lost their way, 

And through the thorns, or briary thickets press’ 
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Now, down they go, a dangerous steep descent ; 
Then up they climb a borrid precipice ; 

And over-hang the surge that rolls below 

By one small twig, which in a moment breaks, 

And headlong down, with sudden shriek, they fall; 
Then waken, trembling with the dreadful fright : 
And now, though quivering still, how glad are they, 
And thankful all was but an’ idle dream ! 


We are told that the Jews, when they were 
delivered from their seventy years Babylonisly 
captivity; were as men that dreamed. Their 
mouth was filled with laughter, and their ton- 
gue with singing. Psalm exxvi. 2. And so 
shall it be-with all the true Israel of God, 
when at last they are fully delivered from the 
captivity of sin and Satan, and brought to the 
heavenly Sion. Upon their awakening after 
death in the New Jerusalem above, they will 
then see, that all the turnings and windings of 
Divine Providence by which they were led 
here, the trials and troubles that they met with 
in this life, were all for their good; and will 
acknowledge with shouting, that the Lord 
hath done all things well, and that not one af- 
fliction with: which they were chastised could 
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have been awanting; and all will appear to 
them then only as.a.dream, the recollection of 
which shall not give them the smallest unea- 
siness, because of the exceeding happiness 
which they will then enjoy! Then shall they 
fully experience the truth of that promise, that 
their light affliction, which was but for a mo- 

' ment, hath wrought out for them a far more 

_ exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 2 Co- 
rinthians, iv. 17. ‘Fake courage, then, you 
saints of the Most High, and: bear up bravely, 
with patience, all the trials that you may meet 
with in this present life, for they shall soon 
pass away as a dream of the night. 


Some now have more pleasing dreams, and 
some more alarming ; some dream of abound- 
ing. in riches, and rioting in pleasure ; but 
others of struggling with poverty, affliction, 
and trouble; while some are strongly pleading 
"at the bar, and others haranguing in parlia- 
ment, or preaching from the pulpit. Some- 
times, im sleep, the imagination acts with 
great. regularity; at others the ideas are a 
jumble of confusion. The reveries of the mind 
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in sleep are not always easily accounted for, 
though Solomon assureth us that a dream com- 
eth through the multitude of business. Eccl. v.38. 


Of old, the Most High used frequently to 
communicate his will to his people in.dreams ; 
but.si nce the-canen of Scripture:has been com- 
pleted, such ‘communications now cannot ‘so 
reasonably. be.expected, seeing ‘that we have a 
more sure word. of prophecy, to which we do 
well to take heed, as unto a light that shineth 
in a dark place. 2 Peter, i. 19. However, 
should any imagine that they still have the 
divine will imparted to them by such means, 
before they be rashiin drawing such a conclu- 
sion, let them first consider whether these. 
dreams correspond with the written word, ‘to 
‘ the law, and to the testimony: if they speak 
‘ not according to this word, it is because there 
‘is no light in them.’ Isaiah viii, 20. 


‘The most of our dreams are only worthless 
and-vain; yet, idle:and trifling as the greater 
number of them are, they may be improved 
for our advantage, as by them we may come 

S2 
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to have some tolerable notion of what is the 
bent of our own minds, when awake; for in- 
stance, if we can in our sleep find pleasure in 
wickedness, it is an awful sign that the habit 
of our minds when waking is the same, how- 
ever prudence among men, and the love of 
character, may restrain that from breaking 
out into an open sinful course: True, indeed, 
sinful dreams may sometimes pass through the 
mind of a good man while asleep, but no soon- 
er does he awaken than he is filled with bitter 
remorse, on account of these sinful reveries of 
his mind, On the other hand, if we feel our- 
selves, in sleep, abhorring wickedness, detest- 
ing sin even in our dreams, it is a happy evi- 
dence that the spiritual warfare is carried on 
by us while awake; and that the new man 
shall at length, through grace, finally over- 
come the old. 


Some, now sadly tossed with sickness, or 
grievously racked with pain; can find no rest, 
saying, O that it were morning! and_have to 
complain with Job, that wearisome nights are 
appointed to them. Job Vii. 3. 
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Others supinely snoring on their couches, 
thoughtless of all around, are dreaming of 
pleasure and safety, though the rude blast 
threatens every moment to bury them in the 
ruins of their dwellings. 


This remindeth me of many careless sin- 
ners, who mind little or nothing at all about 
the concerns of their own immortal and preci- 
ous souls, but delusively dream (though awake 
io every sensual enjoyment) of long life, hap- 
piness, and peace, though the storm of infinite 
wrath hangs over their guilty heads, ready to 
burst every moment, and bury them in hell: 
O! that such would awake from their carnal 
sleep of security, and fly to the refuge set be- 
fore them in the gospel. If you saw one sleep- 
ing on the top of a mast, and the foaming bil- 
lows roaring under him, would you conclude 
his state to be safe? Certainly not: Well, sin- 
ners, you are in a far more dangerous situa- 
tion, who can sleep in the day-time, that is, 
indulging yourselves in carnal security, with- 
out taking the least concern about the salva- 
tion of your souls, in the day of your merciful 
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visitation: but, be assured, if through grace 
you.awake not now, you shall awake in flames 
at last. You who are careless about the con- 
cerns of your own immortal.souls, are in asad 
situation indeed; the Scripture denominates 
you, not only to be asleep, but dead in tres- 
passes and sins. Ephesians ii. 1. Yet deplor- 
able as. your condition is, blessed be God, it 
is not yet desperate ; to-day if ye will hear his 
voice, Psalm xcyv. 7; the call is to you, then 
harden not your hearts, for none can promise 
you of to-morrow: Hear then, and your soul 
shall live., Isa. lv..3.. ‘ Awake, thou that sleep- 
‘est, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
‘ give thee light.’ Eph. v. 14. 


He who in idleness spent the preceding day, 
now, though apparently in health, tosses on 
his bed, and can find no rest. How fondly 
does he court the sweet restorer of nature, who 
flies from his.embraces, while she blesses the 
pillow of the laborious peasant. ‘The sleep 
‘of a labouring man is.sweet, whether he eat 
‘little er much.’, Eccles. v. 12. 
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This admonisheth me, that those who idle 
away the day of their merciful visitation shall 
find no rest at the night of death; whereas, 
those who are diligent now in labouring after 
the food which perisheth not, but endureth 
to everlasting life, John vi. 27, shall enter 
into peace: ‘ They shall rest in their beds, 
‘each one walking in his uprightness.’ Isaiah 
lyis. Bo 


Now Peter’s monitor warns me of the com- 
ing day: How cheerfully he claps his wings, 
and how sprightly he crows. It is truly plea- 
sant for those who have gone past their sleep 
to hear this natural divider of time sound his 
shrill clarion repeatedly at different intervals 
through the long winter’s morning: The 
crowing of the cock was once painfully plea- 
sant to Peter; painful, as it reminded him of 
his sad defection and great wickedness in 
denying his Lord and Master; but pleasant, 
as it was made the happy means, through 
grace, of recalling him again to his duty and 
firm allegiance. We are not to think that it 
was barely before the cock should crow twice | 
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that he was to deny his Lord thrice; no, but 
before the cock should begin the second round 
of his crowing; compare Mark xiv. 66—68. 
with Luke xxii. 59. Now, was it not strange, 
that Peter did not bethink himself of his sad 
defection the first time he heard the cock crow ? 
But this may shew us, that no warnings can 
be effectual without grace; and had it not been 
for our Lord’s look upon the heart of Peter, 
he had remained as hardened the second 
round the cock crew, as he did the first. 


From this I may learn to pray, that the 
Lord would accompany with his grace all the 
warnings which I get to recall me to duty, 
otherwise such will do me no good. And when- 
ever I hear a cock crow, | ought to remember, 
that too often, like Peter, I have also denied 
my Lord and Master, if not by my words yet 
many a time by my silence, in not standing up 
for his cause and interest in the world as I 
ought to have done: And for this, like that 
returning saint, [ought to repent and weep bit- 
terly, which, may he who looked upon Peter, 
and brought him to this, so look upon me in 
infinite mercy. 
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This king of domestic fowls repeats the 
rounds of his crowing more frequently the 
nearer that the day approaches. Just so be- 
lievers should double their diligence in serving 
and praising the Lord, the nearer they ap- 
proach to the light of life. ‘ And that, know- 
‘ing the time, that now it is high time to 
‘awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation 
‘nearer than when we believed. ‘The night is 
‘far spent, the day is at hand: let us, there- 
“fore, cast off the works of darkness, and let 
‘us put on the armour of light.’ Rom. xiii. 11, 
12. Complying with the apostle’s advice, in 
exhorting one another; and so much the more 
as we see the day approaching. Heb. x. 25, 
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PART V. 


Now from the south, the thaw, with whirlwind’s speed, 

Leads forth his force to raise the grievous siege; 

And hence with boist’rous winds, and heavy rains, 

Gives battle keen to all the powers of frost, 

Who, in their turn, repel the dreadful charge, 

With vollies great of desperate hail and sleet. 

Thus suffering Nature, rent betwixt the two, 

Weeps mighty floods down from her mountain cheeks, 

Which swell the imprison’d riv'lets ’tween the hills, 

And burst her icy bands with horrid crash : 

The brooks grow mad; while rivers foam with rage, 

Dashing o’er all their banks large sheets of ice, 

And haste to tell their mother, thaw is come; hai 
“Who claps her hands with glad terrific roar, 

O’erwhelming ships, with all their shrieking crews. 


_ There being now no stirring out of doors, 
let me amuse myself with this newspaper. 
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What useful and noble arts, Writing, Read- 
ing, and Printing are, as by them we can have 
intelligence of themost remarkable cecurrences 
which take place through all the known world, 
in a very short time: Indeed, those of writing 
and reading can never be too much admired; 
as by them we know, not only what has been 
done upon the earth, from the very creation 
itself, but even the counsels of eternity. The 
Bible is the best newspaper, for therein is 
contained the great news of salvation; may I 
every day take delight in reading this won- 
derful book, and daily make the truths it re- 
veals the subjects of my meditation. 


_ , What paragraph is this? alas! how sad, 
And dreadful to be told: The sudden thaw, 
Adown the sides of lofty neighbouring hills, 
Had made the melted snow in torrents run, 

‘ With force so great as scarcely ever known, 
Which swell’d the Avon far beyond its bounds ; 
Just then, while roaring floods and boisterous winds, — 
With rains tremendous, dismal made the night, 
Well fill’d, alas! with people in and out, ~ 
The Mail-coach rushes on the Avon bridge, 
And when just on the top, ah! dismal crash, 
The pillar breaks,—and ina moment, down 
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Went coach and all, intothe mighty flood ! 
What awful shrieks then at that moment rose! 
But shrieks of mercy to the other coach, 
Which at that instant came the other way, 
And doubtless had the very same fate shar'd, 
If, ’midst the slumberings of the howling blast, 
The driver had not heard, and pull’d the reins.* 


From this sad circumstance may we learn, 
that whether we sit in the house, or walk, or 
ride by the way, always, through grace, to 
be holding ourselves in readiness for our dis- 
solution, seeing that death’s thousand doors 
stand open, as Mr. Blair sublimely expresseth 
it, and by some one or other of which we 
must all enter in, either to the everlasting ~ 
abodes of woe, or the mansions of eternal 
bliss. However others do, O that, for my 
part, above all things, I may be seeking a 
special interest in the righteousness of Christ; 
for without being interested in his doing and 
dying, I can never die safely; nay; without 


* This accident happened within a few miles of the town’ 
of Moffat, in Scotland, in 1808. 
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this, death will only be a dark door to the 
bottomless pit; for there is none other name 
given under heaven among men whereby we 
must be saved, but by the name of Jesus; and 
how shall we eats) if we goa so great 
salvation ? 


Here some mills have been carried away by 
the flood; there several houses have been de- 
stroyed, and many acres of land rendered a 
bed ‘of sand; a ‘certain village ‘has been al- 
most wholly overflowed, while its:inhabitants 
have narrowly escaped being drowned in their 
houses ; and the harbours in many places have 
-been greatly injured. Nor is the naval intel- 
ligence less‘ melancholy; ‘what numbers of 
ships, with their crews, have gone to the bot- 
tom, or been ess on our coasts ? 


bbl ia 


. ee we askbaniie Arendt much during 
the frost, “and ‘too anxiously’ Wished for a 
change, have now, apparently, been paid home 
for their impatience. Thus, a miller who 
discontentedly. complained . that his’ wheels 
were blocked up by the frost; and impatiently 
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longed for: open weather again, now: that: the 
thaw: is come; has.-lost -his mill altogether. 
Werhave ai positive instaneesomewhat,of a 
similar naturey recorded:in:Seripture, respect- 
ing: -Rachel, who, . repining, because of her 
barrenness, impiously ,said to her. husband 
Jacob,‘ Give me children, or else I die,’.Gen. 
%&Xx. i-;, she’ at last had her, wish, which:cost 
her her life; and. so did their desire to them 
who too: anxiously lusted for flesh in the, wilder- 
ness, From ,all.this we may learn neyer;to 
fret ourselves’ when under afflictive dispensa- 
tions, nor too,anxiously to. wisi for. their, :re~ 
“moval, or, the obtaining of any temporal good 
- uwhatever, but.patiently to wait the, Lerd’s 
- ime: for-both, which-is- —— the, abi nea: 
; feallenranblogoieshnee to srintiin s Drip Ose 
' JURER - .eHOMAERIOGS . J29- 2 GH) Tepid Hie 
toe ihacti ati eaby kably-still ao airis see not 
single breath-.of wind-is now to be felt; while 
aclose foy so straitly embraces thachtiziesphexs, 
that nat, am object: can. be seen: at. a distance, 
and those: at hand appear something different 
from: what they:really are... The voices of men 
and: other sounds now strike the ear in # par- 
U, 
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ticular dull manner, as if they came from un-- 
der ground, or were intercepted by a wall : 
No wonder, now, though the traveller mistake 
his. way, and wander, he knows not whither, ' 
ready every moment to fall into unseen dan-. 
gers. But, just while I am speaking; I observe’ 
the sun struggling through the mist, sending — 
forth his cheerful beams, and -dispelling the 
fog from the hills: O what'a blessing this glo- 
rious luminary is to the earth! All this put- 
teth me in mind of the dreadful mist of igno- 
rance which enveloped the whole world for 
four thousand years, the Jewish nation only 
excepted. No wonder, then, in the midst of 
gross darkness, that men mistook their way to. 
bliss, and wandered far from happiness, falling 
into horrid errors; and dreadful superstition, 
committing the greatest abominations. But 
glory to God in the highest, in the. fullness of 
time Christ Jesus the Sun of Righteousness 
arose, with.healing in his wings, and brought 
ifs and immortality, to light through the gos-. 
pei, dispelling. the mist of ignorance, error, 
and superstition, first in the land of Judea, and 
afterwards by his apostles and ministers among 
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‘the Gentile nations; and, blessed be his name, 
will continue to do so till the whole world be 
enlightened with the knowledge of salvation: 
‘ for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
‘the Lord, as the waters cover'the sea,’ Isaiah 
xi. 9; and at last the cry shall be heard; ‘The 
‘ kingdoms of this world are become the king- 
*doms of our Lord, nth of nati CbEist.» Rev. 
xi, ot thir ite taf 


a “We of this island, where gross darkness 
once reigned, as much as in any Qther place 
under the heavens, should testify our grati- 
tude to the Father of Lights for the benign 
beams of the Sun of Righteousness we now so 
graciously enjoy, by endeavouring, through 
grace, both by our prayers and otherwise, to 
diffuse the light of the glorious gospel among 
“Whose of the heathen who are still sitting un- 
der darkness, and in the region and shadow 
of death ; truly those who are not anxious for 
- this, give but little proof indeed, that ever they 
themselves, as individuals, howl tasted -that 
othe Lord is: shiarhaer eod. Phacieeeg ps oD 
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‘This is now“the season, in hazy weather, : 
that the ignus fatuus, or Will with the wisp, 
as it is sometimes vulgarly ealled, is seen to 
trim his delusive lamp, on moors and marshy 
grounds; by whieh the unwary nightly ‘travel- 
ler, mistaking ‘this false light for that‘of some 
hospitable“dwelling, is often allured from his: 
path, to follow the idle phantom, which, while’ 
he pursues from place to place, still supposing: 
it to be the light of some -house in which he 
may rest his weary ae is:at Hatha “quite 
 mauiperdenaceas Jost. AR DAR ITY LHOSieN 

SER Wah PE PEBH 112. | 289 FRAD coe Geb 

“And vila else are ardeidiyd pdthsineeohaleas 
marly ‘ignes fatui, which glare’in the eyes-of 
fools;'as the: chiefest good : hence-carnal men 
believing them the parents‘of true ‘bliss, court 
their: supposed daughter Happiness, and ‘are 
eversdisappointed;; for’ while they pursue héP 
through ‘alb the «rounds of dissipation; :profit; 
or preferment, fondly flattering themselves 
that in this or that they shall soon embrace 
her: ‘yet stil, to their griefj.she. eludes their 
eager grasp; and no wonder;:seeing she-sht 
ned the embraces of the greatest and wisest 
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king wpon earth, while he sought-her in ‘this 
manner; but -had she been ‘the daughter of 
such parents, he doubtless: had soon made a. 
conquest of her charms, ‘seeing che shad every: 
means of gratificationin his power, and teleth 
us that he withheld not from :himselfany thing: 
that his heart desired : -yet .after ‘all his re~ 
searches to obtain :her ‘by those means, he as- 
sureth us that‘ All was vanity and vexation of 
‘ spirit,’ ‘Ecels. ii. 115 indeed those who .are 
seeking ‘happiness, either in the pleasures, 
riches, or ‘honours of this life, instead: of that, 
if grace prevent ane shall ; rise sonal ‘unuttera- 
ble ania vatdast.” . 

- May Jaleo ifor ay orn iia to Bi SO wise: 
as not'to. expect happiness from ‘the things.of 
earth; ‘but to be.seeking it alone where ‘it is‘to 
found, namely sin ‘hheaven, ‘and heavenly 
things. ‘True, indeed, ‘by the blessing of the 
Lord, his people enjoy happiness to a certain 
degree, with the-good things of this life; yet 
that'springs not from the-creaturesthemselves, 
butfrom the Creator.alone, whose glory: should 
still be the ultimate end of:our lives.’ Ba: 


138 _ A WINTER SEASON, PART F. 


_- The.dreadful darkness which overspread the 

whole faculties of the soul through the: fall of 
Adam, hath now rendered human reason as an 
ignus fatuus to those who implicitly follow her 
dictates; No wonder, then, when men forsake 
the lamp of divine. revelation, and are led by 
this blind guide, that: they wander far from 
the way of peace, and fall into the grossest of 
errors. Hence:there are so many sceptics, de- 
ists, and pretenders to atheism in our land ; 
pretenders, we say, for it is a question not yet 
clearly resolved, whether. there can be any 
atheists;—none exceeds the devil in wicked- 
ness, and yet the devil is not an atheist, for the 
devils believe and tremble. Jamesii. 19. Short- 
sighted as reason is, it is still able'to point out, 
from the works of creation, the being of a God. 
The Scriptures do not» say, that the fool be- 
lieveth in his heart, but hath said in his heart, 
there is no God. Psalm xiv. 1. All that we 
can say of such pretenders, is that they can- 
not be so wicked as they would-fain be. If 
laughter were possible in hell,‘how would the 
devil laugh at them there, who strove to = 
himself in-wickedness! 0. 5) 


of 
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The plough, now loosened in the furrow of 
the field, is held along the stubborn glebe by 
the hands of the sturdy rustic, who whistles 
cheerfully along, while the lark soars above 
his head, faintly, as yet recording her notes, 
rejoicing that the winter is on the decline ; 
but; weak though her song at present be, it is 
a sure indication of the approaching Spring. 

‘In like manner, when believers, after afflic- 
tion; feel their affections loosened from the 
things of earth, placed on the things above, 
and more delight in praising God than ever 
they have had before,—and are truly grieved 
because they can praise him so little,—these 
are happy evidences that their sad winter of 
trials shall at last terminate in an eternal 

MS - spe and. j joy: 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


=i 


In the preceding pages on Winter, having 
had oceasion often to speak of Spiritual Bles- 
sings, which undeniably and alone are derived 
through the merits of Christ ; what follows, is 
an humble attempt to show, that the Good 
Things of this Life flow to believers through 
the same channel : in opposition to some Dis- 
senters from the Established Church, who have 
ventured of late to teach, both from the pulpit 
and press, a contrary doctrine ; which tends 
greatly to depreciate the value of the common 
blessings of Providence, and manifestly robs 
Christ of a part of his declarative glory. It 
was in order to counteract this pernicious er- 
ror, and to stimulate some more able pen to 
defend the important truth, which made the 
author first to embark in this undertakiig -: 
and this is all he shall offer by way of apology, 
for introducing the subject in this place. 
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AN ESSAY 


GOOD THINGS OF THIS LIFE. 


THE Sacred Volume informs us, that the 
world, with every thing in it, was created in 
the space of six days; and, by its Almighty 
Maker, all pronounced very good. And, in- 
deed, how could it be otherwise; seeing that 
Infinite Goodness itself was its ‘author? Then 
grandeur, beauty, health, and innocence, in 
- the utmost perfection pervaded the whole. 
The unclouded arch of heaven afforded a stu- 
penduously glorious prospect. The teeming 
earth, too, abounded with every kind of pro- 
duction, which could either please the sight, 
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delight the smell, gratify the taste, or be use- 
ful in any manner for life; while the yarious 
species of animals roamed harmoniously to- 
gether. Nota noxious vapour then infested 
the air, which was stored with fowl, and made 
vocal with song. Nor did the least pernicious 
quality tinge the liquid element: there the 
finny tribe fearlessly played in the limpid 
stream. ‘The luxuriant earth, instead of cul- 
tivation, required only the hand of skill to 
prune her exuberances. Then man, the last 
and best of all God’s works below, was brought 
into existence, and placed in the delightful 
_ garden of Eden; which, elothed with all the 
gaiety of Spring, and fruits of Autumn, stood 
ready for his reception. To prevent his ex- 
quisite pleasures from suffering alloy by the 
fear of dying, there grew the tree of life, to 
which he had free aceess. Ofevery tree in 
the garden he might freely eat, one only ex- 
cepted: and that sacramental tree reminded 
him, that he ‘was still but a subordinate 
monarch. ‘The beasts of the earth, and fowls 
of the air, saw their new-made lord, paid court 
to him, and from ‘him received’ their names. 
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To complete his happiness, he was blessed 
with a consort, all perfect. as himself. Then 
it was that. peace and joy reigned through all 
the works of God. But is this the case now? 
Ah no! quite the reverse. Deformity, guilt, 
discord, misery, and death, distract the 
world, and render unsatisfactory all sublunary 
things. Fraud: and calumny, rapine and 
murder, disguisedly walk through the earth ; 
while open hostilities are gloried in,—and 
._ brothers sheath their swords in the bowels of 
brothers, delighting in carnage and blood. 
_ The inferior animals, too, are at war with 
one another, and often dare attack even their 
tyrant lord. The very mildest of them seek 
to shun his presence, and scarcely, by art or 
fascination, can be made. to pay him homage. 
The earth, the air, fire, and water, seem to 
have caught the hostile infection, contend with 
one another, and threaten the world with dis- 
solution. The earth, likewise, is now become 
‘barren; and often, hardly by the means of 
. cultivation, can be made to produce the neces- 
saries of life. _ How is the gold become dim ? 
‘How is the most fine gold-changed? Lam. iv. 
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1,. In order to find out the direful cause of 
this sad alteration,.we must again have re- 
course to the saered page. .There we are told,. 
that man being in honour, did not there abide. 
For of that sacramental tree already specified, 
the Lord God commanded him not to eat, 
under a dreadful penalty, saying, ‘ Of every 
‘ tree inthe garden thou mayest freely eat; 
‘ but of the tree of knowledge of good and 
‘evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day 
‘that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely 
‘ die.’ Génesis ii. 15, 16. Which awful threat- 
ening negatively implied a right and title to 
every blessing, with the enjoyment of all 
good, if he obeyed ; but. positively included 
the loss of every blessing, whether of a spiri- 
tual or temporal nature, and the infliction « of 
all evil, if he did not obey. ‘Yet, ungrateful 
man rebelled against his rightful Sovereign; 
wickedly ate, and basely. fell: so brought on 
"death and all her woes. But was all mankind 
Jeft to perish i in this sad estate of sin and. mi- : 
-sery? No; the Lord in matchless, grace, and 
’ boundiel love, from all eternity. had chosen a 
“part of our fallen x PAGE, whieh, i in the counsels 
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of peace, he gave to his Son to redeem, and 
save from ruin. Which salutary news, im- 
mediately after the fall, he graciously intima- 
ted to our first parents; in that first promise of 
the gospel; when he told them that-the seed of 
the woman should bruise the head of the ser- 
pent. Which, blessed be God, has been fully 
accomplished by Christ Jesus, the seed of the 
woman according to the flesh; ‘ Who, on the 
‘ cross, spoiled principalities and powers, mak- 
“ing a shew of them openly, triumphing over 
‘them in it’ Col. ii. 15. 


But the object of the followitit Essay, being 
not to prove that Christ Jesus our Lord, by his 
obedience, sufferings, and death, restored spé- - 
ritual blessings to his people; (that being 
doctrine alréady admitted, in a greater or 
smaller degree, by all who bear the Christian 
name;) but to show that Christ Jesus restored 

‘also, in some measure, temporal blessings to 

his people; which weare sorry to learn, is a doe- 

trine impunged by some who stand high in the 

- Christian profession, and who have even sepa- 

rated from ‘ethers on account of defection. To 
Ww 
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establish this truth, we shall confine ourselves 
‘at present, merely to shew, that our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ did restore temporal bles- 
sings to his people. Now, in order todo this, 
it may be necessary, first, to consider how - 
‘many: kinds of blessings there are: And these 
may be properly said to be only three; namely, 
natural, acquired, and donative. Natural 
blessings are those to which one is born heir, 
and to which he has an unalienable right, that 
cannot be legally withheld from him, left past 
him, or given to anothér in his place. Now, 
were Adam’ gplessings of this kind? No, for 
God isa free agent, and, not bound to give 
either Leing or blessing to any but whom he 
‘chooses. equired blessings, are those which 
‘one can gain by his own endeavours. Were 
‘ Adain’s then of this kind? No, for it was’ im- 
possible for-man, in his best estate, even ini a 
state: of innocence, to merit’ any thing at the 
hand of his God, Donarive’ blessings: are‘ of 
-twokinds; eithén absolute or conditional due 
cof this hist sort, man’s certainly were 
‘they been absolute; they had Moon otierdta 
ble; but, being conditional; ‘whielwas ‘obri- 
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ously. implied in, the threatening of. death, 
while he continued obedient, being a fSdetal 
head, both he and his had an undoubted right 
to every blessing he then enjoyed. But, on 
his: disobeying the divine mandate, both. he. 
and all his posterity forfeited every _ claim. to 
blessing and happiness. This proposition must 
be fully acknowledged by all who admit of 
original sin ; and, which will evidently appear, 
when we consider. the direful effects produced 
by the fall. Immediately after that eventful 
period, we find our first parents tacitly confes- 
sing that they had forfeited every title to bles- 
sing and happiness, by their endeayouring to 
conceal themselves from their Maker, ; among 
the trees of the gar den. —And experimentally 
to convince them that,they had done so, the 
Lord God called them to the bar of his justice, 
iwhere, after examination had, he ‘said unto 
“the woman, I will greatly multiply thy sor- 
row. and thy conception; In sorrow thou shalt 
“bring forth children, and thy desire shall be 
_§ to thy husband, _and he. shall rule over | thee. 
¢And unto. Adam. he .said, - -because thou bast 
26 -hearkened unto. the voice .of. thy wife, and 

w2 
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“hast eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
‘thee, saying thou shalt not eat of it; cursed — 
‘is the ground for thy sake, in sorrow shalt | 
‘ thou eat of it all the days of thy life. ‘Thorns’ 
‘also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; 

‘ and thou shalt eat the herb of the field. In 
‘the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 
‘thou return: unto the ground ; for out of it 
‘ wast thou taken ; ; for dust thou art, and unto ; 
‘dust shalt thor return. ; Gen. iii. 16-20." 

‘Immediately after the aibfan chine . 
the universe had passed this dreadful sentence — 
on the guilty pair, he proceeded to put it partly 
in execution, by expelling them from paradise, 
to cultivate the ground, which was then ren-— 
dered stubborn as well as barren, through the 
curse ; and ‘placed at the east of the garden ™ 

‘of Eden cherubims, and a flaming ‘sword | 

‘which turned every way, to keep the way of 
“the tree of life,’ and prevent their re-entrance. 

‘But, not to speak of death, which prevailed. 
“over all, in process of time, did not the Lord. 
Ged still give a more ‘convineing'p f, that: 
man had forfeited ey ery blessing, whether’ of 
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a spiritual or of a temporal kind, when, in: 
awful justice, he changed the course of nature, 
turned the dry land into a sea, and drowned. 
all the inhabitants of the world, a very few 
only in the ark excepted. A great deal more 
might be said to demonstrate this truth, name- 
ly, that. by Adam/’s first. transgression every 
temporal blessing whatever was forfeited and 
lost. But clearly stated facts require as little 
elucidation, as full-blown tulips colouring 
from the painter’s pencil: So, what has been 
already said, on this part of the subject, may 
be deemed more than sufficient. | 


We shall next proceed to shew, that what-— 
ever temporal blessings any now enjoy, are 
the fruits of Christ’s atonement; and that we , 
may the more clearly do.so, let us consider a 
little the nature and attributes of God. | 

The nature of God is infinitely holy and in- 
dependent, eternal and immutable, and so are 
all his attributes; and_as the divine nature or 
vessence ‘cannot admit of the least diminution 
or change,so. neither can his attributes: for 
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if they could, it would prove that God is a 
changeable being ;- which is equally as absurd 
to imagine, as to suppose that there is no God. 
When man, then, transgressed the will or law 
of his Maker, by disobeying the divine man- 
date, justice ‘required that the threatening 
should be fully executed ; which threatening, 
as before observed, implied the ‘loss .of, all 
good, with the infliction of all evil. And. till 
justice was fully satisfied, or foreseen:to:be‘so, 
man could not enjoy the smallest merey, even 
of a temporal kind. .For if God could have 
passed from his justice, in so far as to restore 
temporal blessings to all menin common, with- 
out’a satisfaction, could -he not-also: have re- 
stored to his chosen spiritual blessings incthe 
same manner? Andindeed if he could have re- 
Taxed the sentence, or departed from:vindictive 
justice, in the least degree, he could have done 
so altogether, and then there had been no 
need of a Saviour. Le Do loner isa adil. 
AG AQ IRID Jes Apes 
? Biitiaeichsehey S ripaietodsibe this Jabieaishaph.die 
either did, or could, in the smallest degree de- 
part from ‘his-justice, without! a complete sa- 
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- tisfaction, is equally as blasphemous as ‘it is 
absurd. This fact maybe further shewn from 
reason, and is fully proved in Scripture. Ifa 
criminal were convicted before an earthly 
judge, and he were to pass from, or in the least 
to mitigate, the sentence’ which the law: re- 
quires, without an adequate s satisfaction, could 
we then say that he had acted with strict; per- 
fect, and impartial justice? Certainly not. Yet 
this may be sometimés done, and done with 
propriety ; for the judge himself isa‘sinner, as 
-well as the pannel ; “watiye gl perhaps not of the 
same kind, nor to the same extent. And if 
God ‘weré, in the least degiee, to pass from, or 
mitigate the sentence which his law requires, 
without a complete satisfaction, could he then 
bé said to act with strict and perfect justice? 
Surely riot! But this is what, with reverence 
be it *A0kei he caniiot do; for he’ is infinite 
in holiness, and Kis justice "98 as infinite and 
perfect ds himself. True, indeed, he is: as 
mercifal as Tie is’ just, but mercy’ cat never be 





shewn to’ the ‘ detriment of j stice ; for God 
will never an j inconsistint’ wit 1 himself. 
se thamibro di cmd e101 ot bree aatald 
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Many of the heathens themselves, thoug!r | 
they appear to have had little or no concep- 
tion at all of a future state, yet seem to have 


had a strong idea that some atonement must 
first be made for their erimes, before they 
could expect temporal mereies.. Witness the 


many and costly sacrifices which they offered 
to their imaginary deities... For a proof of this, 
we need only look into the history of ancient 
Rome; and, indeed, almost every other nation 


in the world, in a greater, or in a smaller de- 


gree, was in the practice of offering sacrifices. 
A striking instance of this we have in Mesha 
King of Moab, who, in time of great extre- 
mity, in order to raise the siege from Kirhar- 
aseth, and to obtain peace and deliverance, 
took his eldest son, that should have reigned 
in his stead, and offered him upon the wall. 
2 Kings, iii. 27.. The ancient Egyptians used, 


annually, to offer a human victim, by throw- 


ing. a boy, or girl, into the Nile, so that it 
might rise well, to fertilize the.country. Ih 
stances of this kind are abundant in history., 

7 BY ae as oan ad 


But why stay to prove, from the dim light 


~ 
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of nature; that an atonement for crimes was 
almost universally thought necessary, before 
even temporal blessings could be expected ? 
seeing we have a more sure word of prophecy, 
_ to which we do well to take heed, as unto a 
light that shineth in a dark place. . 


Let us thena little attend to what the sacred 
_ oracles say on the subject: 


Immediately after the fall, we find our first 
parents clothing themselves with fig leaves:— 
_ But God, doubtless to teach them the utter in- 
sufficiency of any thing that they could do, to 
procure even temporal blessings, made to them 
coats of skins, and cloathed them, and thereby 
taught them, that it was only by sacrifice, even 
_by the perfect atonement which Christ Jesus 
should make for the sins of his people, in the 
fulness of time, that food, clothing, or any 
other blessing whatever, could be expected. 
-This will appear abundantly evident, when we 
consider , the folowing: passages: | When the 
Lord proclaimed his e to Moses, this was 
a part.of it, that he eect by no means clear 
x 


+ 


178 AN ESSAY ON THE 








the guilty. Exod. xxxiv. 7. These words eer- 
tainly imply, that, in no respect whatever, 
would God clear any of the guilty sons” of 
Adam, without a full and complete satisfaction 
being made to divine justice for théir sins. If 
this be granted, as certainly it must, then it 
will naturally follow, that none of Adaim’s 
fallen race could ever have been so far cleared, 
as to enjoy even the least temporal merey 
without an atonement. But still more fully to 
confirm this, are we not expressly told, that 
without shedding of blood is no remission? 
Heb. ix. 22. Now, it is not said the remission 
of no sins, but no remission ; which words 
evidently imply, that without the shedding of 
Christ’s blood, no kind of remission whatever, 
from the sentence of the broken law, could be 
obtained: no, not even so far as to be allowed 
the smallest temporal blessings. Now, this 
must either be admitted or not admitted: If 
it be not granied, then it plaitily says that God - 
‘both could and did remit sin so far as to allow 
men temporal blessings, without any respect 
‘to the great atonement, which is making God 
a liar: who hath expressly said, that without 
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the shedding of blood is no remission. Butif 
it be admitted, as undoubtedly it must, then 
it will naturally follow, that temporal mercies 
flow to men through the merits of Christ’s 
atonement: and indeed this is evident from 
their being promised blessings. Ifit.be asked 
where these are contained, we answer, that 
time would fail us to specify all the places in 
holy writ where such are recorded; so shall 
only mention avery few out of many. — 


To proceed, then—Did not the Lord first 
promise temporal blessings to Adam, when in 
wrath he remembered mercy, and told him 
to this effect, that, though he should sweat in 
obtaining it, yet he should eat bread? Gen. 
iii. 19. After the flood, upon Noah’s offering 
a sacrifice of every clean fowl, God is said to 
have sinelled .a sweet savour, that is, it ,was 
well-pleasing to him, as having a respect to 
the atonement of Christ, the great antitype. 
Whereupon it follows: ‘And the Lord said 
«inhis heart, I.will:not again curse the.ground 

any more for man’s sake; for.the imagina- 
‘tion.of man’s heart .is evil. from his youth : 
x2 
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‘neither will I again smite any more every 
‘ thing living, as [have done. While the earth 
‘yemaineth, seed-time and harvest, and cold 
‘and heat, and summer and winter, and day 
‘and night, shall not cease. And God blessed 
‘ Noah and his sons, and said unto them, be 
‘ fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth ; 
‘and the fear of you, and the dread of you, 
‘ shall be upon every beast of the earth, and 
‘upon every fowl of the air, and upon all that 
‘moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes 
‘of the sea; into your hands are they deli- 
‘vered. Every moving thing that liveth shall 
‘be meat for you; even as the green herb have 
‘I given you all things.’ Gen. viii. 21, 22. and 
ix. 1, 2, 3. ‘And the Lord said unto Abra- 
‘ham, after that Lot was separated from him, 
‘Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the 
‘place where thou art, northward and south- 
‘ward, and eastward, and westward: For all 
‘the land which thou seest, to thee will I give 
‘ it, and to thy seed for ever. And I will make 
‘thy seed as the dust of the earth; so that if 
‘a man can number the dust of the earth, then 
‘shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk 
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* through the land, in the length of it, and in 
‘the breadth of it: For I will give it unto 
‘ thee.’ Gen. xiii. 14d—17. 


'To mention all the places in which the land 
‘of Canaan, a numerous offspring, and other 
great temporal blessings, were promised to 
Abraham, renewed to Isaac, and confirmed to 
Jacob, might be altogether unnecessary to any 
who are but a little acquainted with the first 
book of Moses. So we pass on to notice. pro- 
mises of a similar nature, made to the Church 
at different periods. ‘If ye walk in my sta- 
‘tutes, and keep my commandments and do 
‘them, then I will give you rain in due sea- 
‘ son, and the land shall yield her increase, and 
‘the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. 
‘And your threshing shall reach unto the vin- 
‘tage, and the vintage shall reach unto the 
‘sowing time; and ye shall eat your bread to 
‘the full, and dwell in your land safely.. And 
‘I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie 
“down, and none shall make you afraid: and 
“J will rid evil beasts out of the land, neither 
‘ shall the sword go through your land. And 
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‘ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall 
‘fall before you by the sword; and five of you 
‘ shall chase an hundred, ad an hundred of 
‘you shall put. ten thousand to flight: and 
‘your enemies shall fall before you. by the 
‘sword. For I will have respect unto you, 
‘and make you fruitful, and multiply you, 
‘and establish my covenant with you: 
‘And: ye shall eat old store, and bring 
‘forth the old, because of the new.’ Lev. | 
xxvi. 3-10. ‘Yea, the Lord -.shall give 
‘ that which.is good; and our land shall yield 
“€her increase.’?. . Psalm. xxxv.. 12.—* He 
‘hath given setaieaiecin them that fear. him.’ 
Psalm cxi. 5.. ‘I will abundantly bless her 
‘provision; I will satisfy her poor with, bread.’ 
Psalm exxxii. 15. ‘Then shall he give the 
“rain of thy seed | that thou shalt ‘sow the 
‘ ground withal, and bread of the increase of 
“the earth ; and it shall be fat and :plenteous; 
‘ in that doy, shall thy cattle feed in large pas- 
‘tures.’ Isa. xxx. 23. “He that walketh right- 
‘ eously, and speaketh uprightly: he that de- 
‘ spiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh 
‘ his hands from holding of bribes, that Stop- 
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*peth his ears from hearing of blood, and 


' *shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; he shall 


* dwell on high, his place of defence shall be 
* the munition of rocks; bread shall’ be given 
‘him, his water shall’be sure. Isaiah xxxiii. 
15; 16. * But godliness is profitable unto all 
* things, having promise of the life that now 
‘ is, and of that which is to come. ‘F' Tim. iv. 
8. ‘ According as his divine power hath given 


‘unto us all things that pertain unto life’ and 
' © godliness.’ 2 Peter, i. 3. ‘The world, and 
things present, are two of the precious links 
- in that golden chain of promise held out to 


the Church by an inspired apostle. 1 Cor. iii. 


- From these few passages, which havé just 
now been specified, it must appear inéoritro- 
vertible to every candid mind, that temporal 
good things‘are promised blessings. If it be 
said,— We do not deny, but readily giant, 
‘that temporal mercies are promised by God 


“to his people; but are these promises made 


$ 


‘jn ahd through Christ Jesus, or for his sake, 
to them? For, till this be proved, we can- 
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‘not see how it can be. made out that they 
‘are any of the fruits of his merits.’ To this 
we reply, let the Scripture itself answer the 
question: Are we not expressly told by an 
inspired writer, ‘ But my God shall supply all 
‘ your need, according to his riches in glory 
© by Christ Jesus.’ Phil. iv. 19... And to put 
the matter beyond the least shadow of doubt, 
and finally to stop the mouths of gainsayers, 
the apostle tells us, ‘ For all the promises of 
£ God in him are yea, and in him amen, unto 
* the glory of God by us.’..2 Cor. i. 20... And 
when he says all the promises are in Christ 
confirmed, where is he who dares be so.bold 
as to say,—‘ No; only some, to wit, spiritual 
‘ promises, are thus made sure?’ To this. 
again we answer, in the words of the same 
apostle in another case, ‘ Nay, but O man, 
‘ who art thou that repliest against God ?— 
Rom. ix. 20. Such an assertion makes not 
only God a liar, but evidently robs Christ of 
apart of his declarative glory; and he hath 
expressly said, that he will not. give his glory 
unto another. Isa. xlii. 8. We are told, ‘ for 
 it-pleased the Father that in him should. all 


Re 
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© fulness dwell.” Col. i. 19. Now, is not thisa 
fulness of all temporal, as well as: spiritual 
good, that is treasured up in him, for the be- 
nefit of his church and people, and which he 
_-will give out to them, insomuch, and’ in so 
far, as shall make most for his glory, and 
their good ? for he hath received gifts for men. 
Psalm Ixviii. 18. And God the Father hath 
‘given him to be the head overall things to the 
Church. Eph. i. 22. Now, can we suppose 
that any part of this fulness that is treasured 
up in him as Mediator, was not merited’ by 
-him: for his people? Certainly: not. For: he 
‘hath told us himself; that * whatsoever ye shall 
ask in my name, that will Udo, that the Fa- 
“ther may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall 
“ask any thing in my a will dow itv 
yerennighe 13,284) aati SRY 


| Hotes we. sinthcdtirghert are not eshte to 

* -atls spiritual blessings only, but may askany 

. ‘thingin his name, whether ofa spiritual or of 

‘a'temporal kind: provided their asking: be 

-cwith a due submission to his will. ‘Are we 

-not commanded to pray for our daily bread’? 
¥ 
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_-and is not this to be asked for his sake? Un- 
doubtedly it must, if we pray aright: For it 
is only in and through him that God the Fa- 
ther will hear us. When the Egyptians cried. 
to Pharaoh for food, he sent them to Joseph. 

So,God the Father sends us to. Christ the Son, 
to be supplied with whatever we need; by 
telling, us, .‘ the Father loveth the Son, and 
“hath given all things into his hand” John 
ii. 25. And again, ‘ This is my beloved Son, 
hole whom IT am well pleased, hear ye him.’ 

Matt. xvii. 5. ‘ And he hath given him to be 
‘ head over all things to the Church’ Eph: i. 

22. And, seeing God, (so to speak) hath been 
at such an infinite expense, in providing a 
Mediator ;—would it not be highly absurd to 
expect blessings of any kind in any other way, 
than i in and through him, who is the way, and 
the truth, and the life? John xiv. 6. And as 
our Lord. hath assured -us, that no. ‘man can _ 
come to the Father but by him; so we are as- 
sured, that no believer) need. expect any bles- 
sing. of. any. sort from the Father, but in and 
through him. And, indeed to do. so, would be 
adishonouring of both the. Father and. the Son, 
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~ We will now proceed to hear and answer 
the principal objections made by the oppo=: 
nents to this doctrine. First, then, they say, 
that temporal blessings are received from God: 
only, as the God of nature; and are common’ 
to all men, whether saints or sinners. ‘To this: 
we answer, that believers have now, not to do: 
with God as the God of nature, but as the God | 
of grace, the God and Father of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. And we know that all 
things work together for good to.them that 
..love God, to them who are the called accord- 
ing to his purpose. Rom. viii. 28. ‘For to us 
‘ there is but one God, the Father, of whom 
“are all things, and we in him; and one Lord 
‘ Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and 
‘we by him. 1 Cor. viii. 6. © ‘ For all things 
- Care for your ‘sakes, that the abundant grace. 
“might, through the thanksgiving of many, 
:a noite to the glory of God.’ 2 Cor. iv. Us. | 


~ Besides, it is allowed on all hands, that the 

temple was an eminent type of Christ: Now, 

we find ‘Solomon, at the dedication ‘of it, 

publicly praying, that when Israel should 
Y 2 
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be in <afflictive circumstances, whether by 
their enemies, ‘or the want of rain, fa- 
mine, ‘pestilence, blasting, mildew, locust, 
caterpillar, plague, or *sickness of any kind 3 
if they should turn again and spread forth 
their hands, and pray towards 'that-house,'that 
the Lord would forgive their sins, remove the 
affliction, ‘and grant.them the temporal bles- 
sings which they wanted.. 1. Kings :viii..33— 
53. Now, if they had received temporal good 
things only from God, ‘as the God-ofmature, . 
where ‘was the occasion of praying for-them,..... 
jooking toward the type of Christ? but their 
having to‘do‘so, clearly shews that it is im 


and through his merits alone, that‘men are to 


expect even the common blessings of Provi- 
dence:: this must be obvious to any who will 
but-allow themselves for a moment to be-di- 
vested of a party! — as ph meee: ‘think 
for themselves, i - niin. .. 
- ‘That temporal blessings are alike iain 
to:all men, isa very great mistake ;. for ‘both 
history and daily observationprove, thatioften _ - 
the wicked enjoy ‘a-greater measure of those 
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things than the righteous. But, say they, 
men arevall privileged equally alike with re-_ 
spect to the common blessings of Providence; _ 
and, to prove this assertion, urge, that God 
‘maketh the sun to rise on the evil and on the 
“good, and sendeth ‘rain ‘on ‘the hele and on 
-_ nner ’ Matt. v. 45. 


To. which we belli wacsane the» passage. to 
which they refer isitrue, yet that-by nomeans 
proves that men receive thecommon’blessings 
of nature or providence, either all alike, to 
the same:ends, or in the same manner. That 
they do-not receive them all alike, iis sufli- 

ciently evident, by the great diversity im 
which they are bestowed upon ‘both good and 
bad men: and:that they do not receive them 
tothe same ends, is equally as ‘clear: For 
the wicked receive them, that they may con- 
sume them upon their lusts, James iv.'3; and 
by their not improving ‘them, ‘they become 
real ‘curses, instead of blessings: Whereas 
the -righteous ‘receive them. ‘to ‘the ‘Glory of 

God, ‘and improve them to‘that:end. And, ‘as 
to the mamner, these blessings are restored 'to 


190 403 ' AN ESSAY ON THE — 








the righteous through the merits of Christ; 
and the wicked enjoy them pike for wire sale 
of the iegcoan ig aid ones di piuseae 


Thus, re veek was arene for wes ve of 
Jacob; and the house of Potiphar on account 
of Sicguks Wicked Ahaz. was spared ‘to: be 
the progenitor of the righteous king Heze- 
kiah; and evil Amon was not cut off till his 
‘son, good Josiah, was fit to be set upon the 
throne. Our blessed. Lord and Saviour, too, — 
tells his disciples, when foretelling the sad 
catastrophe which should take place on the 
destruction of Jerusalem, ‘and: except those 
‘ days should be shortened, there should’ no . 
‘ flesh be saved; but for the elect’s sake those 
‘ days shall be shortened.’ Matth. xxiv. ‘22. . 
Besides, God, as the God of grace, often coun- 
teracts his works of nature and providence: 
Thus, when the Lord. was about to deluge the 
earth with a flood of water, Noah being fore- 
warned by him, prepared an ark to the saving 
of himself and his:house... And the same‘sun, 
which lighted and cheered Lot, on that:morn= 
ing he left Sodom, doubtless enkindled the’ 
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sulphureous matter which God made use of to 
overthrow that wicked city... And when the 
seven years famine was about to take place 
over all lands, God sent Joseph into Egypt to 
provide food for the Church. And afterwards, 
..when God was, about to deliver the Church 
from Egyptian bondage, and, by means of his 
servants, Moses and Aaron, brought darkness 
that might be felt upon the Egyptians, his 
people had light in their’ dwellings:: And the 
same sea which opened a passage ‘for the de- 
livery of Israel, proved ¢ a eg to Lassie 
all‘ his: hosts) divs ior : 

seaibeie sdtsoheathies dalod ‘was it. that’ God 
wrought all these deliverances? Was it for 
his people? Certainly it was; but primarily 
for the sake of Christ, to whom he had given 
his Church, and who in due ‘time had merited 
all these deliverances for her. «This, we sup- 
pose, no Christian will deny: nor ‘can it be 
denied, that these, in themselves,. were but 
temporal. deliverances ; which consideration, 
we think, should put? to silence, if not to 
shame, all-those who deny that Christ merited 
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temporal blessings for his: people, or restored. 
such to them.... Nay, even the wicked 
themselves, im some: sort, as: has been al- 
ready: hinted, enjoy the fruits of his merits; 
for though he. did not merit any blessings 
for them, strictly speaking, yet they en- 
joy for a time, through consequence, the: be- 
nefit of his merits :: Something after the same 
way, that the taresdo the benefit of cultivation; 
for though the husbandman. cultivates his 
lands for the sake of the corn, yet: the tares 
which grow among: it receive the good of 
agriculture as well as the grain, though the 
end of the one be at last to be bound in bundles 
‘and busnt, butthat of the other to.be gethéred 
home to the qaresasin si Quo ww 


. But they: further object, interrogatively 
saying, Was:not alb that Christ purchased of 
a saving nature? ‘To which we answer, that, 
‘strictly speaking, we cannot’ say that Christ 
purchased, any: thing but his people: but he-is 
said to. restore, aswell’ as to: purchase :: for 
David, who. was-his type, saith, ‘then I re- 
* stored that which E took not away.’ Psalm 
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Ixix. 4. Now, on this view of the subject, we 
hesitate not to say, that temporal good things, 
in themselves considered, are not of a saving 
nature, yet they are made subservient to God's 
glory, and the good of his chosen. 


But, say they again, temporal things were 
too low and mean for Christ to shed his blood 
for. To which we answer, that it is an argu- 
ment much of the same nature with that which 
the Deists and Sceptics make use of, to deny 
a divine revelation and Providence, and which 
tends to a similar end: For, say they, God is 
too pure and too exalted a spirit to concern 
himself with the affairs of this world. We 
readily grant, indeed, that it was too low and 
mean for Christ to die to redeem even the 
souls of his ‘people, in themselves considered ; 
and nothing less than boundless. Tove, and 
matchless grace, could have moved him, who 
is Jehovah, equal with the Father, to ¢onde- 
‘scer scend § sO infinitely low, as to take our’ nature 
at him, and lay down his life a ransom f 
“upon Lim, and lay or 
Bie chosen. But, as he died for the souls of 
his elect, s0 he di ed’ also to redeern ‘their ‘bo- 

Zz 
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dies from corruption. Now, what is so low, 
mean, and base a thing as the stinking putrid 
carcase in the tomb? Let such opposers of the 
truth beware, lest they come at length, with 
the Sccinians, to deny an atonement alto- 
gether. . | 


. But they still further object, saying, ‘Hath 
not an apostle said in one place, ‘ Blessed be 
‘ the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
‘who hath blessed us with all spiritual bles- 
sings in heavenly places in Christ.’ Eph. i. 3. 
Now, there is not a word of temporal blessings 
here, therefore they are not included.’ To 
which we reply, that this is a bad way of rea- 
soning, to take a single independent text of 
Scripture to prove any assertion whatever ; 
for, on the same account, the objectors may 
say, because the same apostle hath said in 
another place, ‘I beseech you, therefore, 
‘ brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
‘ sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy ac- 


‘ ceptable unto God, which is your reasonable _ 


* service.’ Rom. xii. 1. ‘Now, there is nota 
-word of the soul mentioned here, therefore 
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the soul is not included.’ A strange way of 
reasoning, indeed, and that which, we think, 
sufficiently confutes itself. 


- But, say they again, we are assured that 
God from all eternity decreed that there 
should be a race of human beings upon the 
earth, a part of which should be saved through 
faith, and the rest left to perish in unbelief— 
Now, how could they be born and live in re- 
gular succession, either to accept or reject the 
offers of mercy, without a continuation of tem- 
poral good things? To which we reply, that 
as God from all eternity decreed that there 
should be a church on earth, so the means of - 
supporting her while in-the world were also 
decreed; namely, that after the fall, in due 
time Christ Jesus should redeem her to him- 
self, and restore to her the good things of this 
life as well as spiritual: blessings; and that 
even the wicked, for the sake of the Church, 
and in order to be subservient to her, should 
enjoy the common blessings of Providence for 
a'time. Thus, Jehu got a throne, that he 
might destroy the house of Ahab and Baal out 
Z2 e 
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of Israel. Besides, seeking to pry into the 
secret counsels of God, and wishing to be wise 
above what is written, saying, ‘ How could 
‘such and such things be? have laid the 
foundation of almost every error that either 
has. been, or still is, in the Christian Church, 


We shall now, for a little, shift sides, and 
interrogate in our turn. First, then, since 
temporal blessings were lost in Adam,, arethey 
restored or are they not restored? If it be 
said they are not restored, then we have. no 
temporal. mercies whatever; for it isimpossible 
for us. to enjoy that naib is taken away or 
lost: But this is such an answer as folly itself 
would blush to acknowledge. But if it be said 
they are: restored, then we only ask, who re- 
stored them? and. until, some. more. mediators 
be found cut than one, the answer must be, 
Christ. 


It, will be readily granted, that,Christ was 
tempted, in. order. that. he. might be able: to 
succour his. chosen when, under, temptation; 
and, that he was forsaken, of his Father for. a 
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time, that they might have the light of his 
countenance for ever in heaven; and that he 
endured God’s infinite wrath, that they might 
be freed from it eternally. But did he not 
also bear their sickness, in order that they 
might have health? Did he not likewise en- 
dure hunger, that they might be satisfied with 
food? Did he not also suffer thirst, that they - 
might be refreshed with drink? |And was-he 
not in want of a place where to lay his all- 
sacred head, that they might be accommodated. 
with homes? These things considered, they 
must be very daring indeed, who deny that 
Christ. merited ampere blessings for his. 


people. 


Iv now remains, that we conclude: this, essay 
by’ making some practical improvement of the 
doctrine asserted. First, then,, what reasomw 

-have,the righteous to rejoice-in the goodthings: 
of this life which they enjoy, and, to receive: 
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them with thankfulness, considering that they 
are covenant mercies, and were all restored to 
them by their Lord and Master at a dear rate ? 
Not a morsel of bread which they eat, nor a 
drop of water that they drink, but should be 
aremembrancer to them of the Saviour’s love, 
and in gratitude lead them to comply with 
the apostle’s injunction, ‘That whether we 
“eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, to do all 
‘to the glory of God.’ 1 Cor. x. 31. Those 
who can sit down to the most common repast, 
without acknowledging God in it; are no 
Christians, however men may call them, or 
whatever they may imagine themselves to be. 
Yet there are many who neglect this reasona- 
ble service that would take it very ill to be 
called any thing else than Christians; yet 
something else they really are, and will be 
found to be at last, if they be not prevented 
by sovereign grace. ‘Those who omit. this 
grateful service stand reproved by the very 
brutes themselves; for ‘The ox knoweth’ his 
‘owner, and the ass his master’s crib.’ Isaiah 
i. 3. What excuse will those who neglect this 
important duty of thankfulness have to plead 
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at the judgment of the great day? Will it be 
that they did not know that God was the au- 
thor of those mercies? Or, that they thought 
shame to acknowledge before men that they 
were in the least indebted to’God for these 
good things? Oh! that such would consider 
their folly, tremble for the consequences, be 
wise in time, and amend their doings, lest the 
viper of ingratitude fester in their souls eter- 
nally in hell. 


_ But, on the other hand, this doctrine teaches 
real Christians true contentedness with that 
situation of life in which the Most High hath 
been pleased to place them; and with that 
measure of good things he hath here given 
them: Knowing well, that since their Saviour 
has restored temporal good things to his cho- 
sen, had a greater portion of these been more 
for his glory and their good, they would have 
had them. This consideration makes them 
sweetly learn, with the apostle, in what- 
soever state they are, therewith to be con- 
tent; nor need such ever fear that they 
shall be left entirely destitute of the good 
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things of this life, but may rest assured that 
they shall have them so far, and in such a 
proportion, as will make most for God’s glory 
and their own best interest. ‘The young 
‘lions do lack, and suffer hunger; butsthey 
‘that seek the Lord shall not want any good 
‘thing,’ Psalm xxxiv. 10, says the man ac- 
cording to God’s own heart. And our ever- 
blessed Lord and Saviour saith, ‘Take no 
‘ thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or 
‘ what ye shall drink, nor for your body what 
‘ye shall put on. Is not the life more than 
‘meat, and the body than raiment? Behold 
‘ the fowls of the air, for they sow not, neither 
‘do they reap. nor gather into barns, yet your 
‘ Heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not 
‘ much better thanthey? Which of you, by 
‘taking thought, can add one. cubit. to his 
‘stature ?, And why take ye: thought for rai+ 
‘ment? - Consider the lilies of the field. how 
‘they grow; they toil not,, neither do they 
‘spin: And. yet k say unto you, that even 
‘Solomon, in all his glory, was. not. arrayed 
‘like one of these... Wherefore; if God. so 
‘ clothe grass of the field, which to-day is, and 
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“to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he 
‘not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
‘faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, 
* what shall we eat, or what shall we drink, or 
‘ wherewithal shall we be clothed ? (for after 
‘all these things do the Gentiles seek ;) for 

* your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
‘ need of all these things. But seek ye first 
‘ the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, 
‘ and all these things shall be added unto you. 
‘Take, therefore, no thought for the morrow; 
‘€for the morrow shall take thought for the 
~“things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is 
* the evil thereof.’ Matth. vi. 25, to the end. 


Indeed, those who do not trust in God for 
temporal mercies, can have but very little evi- 
dence, if any at all, that they trust in him for 
“spiritual mercies; for, as the apostle John: 
“saith, in another case, “he that loveth not his 
* brother whom he hath seen, how can he love 
“God whom he hath not seen? 1 John, iv. 20. 
 Soj if we cannot trust in God for mercies that 
are temporal, how can we trust in him for 
those which? are’ spiritual? But, as ‘spiritual 
2A 
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blessings are obtained in the use of means, so 
temporal mercies must be looked for in the 
same way. The hand of the diligent, we are 
told, maketh rich; and we are commanded not 
to be slothful in business, as well as to be fer- 
vent in spirit. And the apostle saith, if any 
work not, neither should he eat. Prov. x. 4. 
Rom. xii. 11. 2 Thess. iii. 10. 


a 

_Next, the righteous ought very highly. to 
prize the smallest. temporal mercies which 
they enjoy ; considering that, to restore such 
to them, it cost Christ Jesus to leave the bo- 
som of the Father, and to come into the world 
‘to take our nature upon him, to lead a sor- 
rowful life, and at last to die the shameful and 
_painful death of the cross. Ought. they. then 
_ to squander away these blessings foolishly,.or 
employ them to his dishonour? On the con- 
trary, they should use these common blessings 
_of Providence, as a lame man useth his crutch- 
es in walking, even to help them to pursue 
their journey heavenward., Those, likewise, 
who are possessed with affluence, ought. to 
consider that they are only God’s stewards, 
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and must ere long give an account of their 
stewardship to him: they should, then, so dis- 
charge the trust committed to them, that they 
may not be ashamed at last. 

The people of God, according to their cir- 
cumstances, ought always to abound in charity 
to those who bear the image of Christ, consi- - 
dering, however poor they may be, they are 


Le 






yrethren, and children of the same family ; 
yet their charity ought not to be confined to 
them only, but should extend even to the 
wicked themselves; as they do not know for 
what end God spares them on earth: besides, 
they shall have enough of misery hereafter, 
though we make their lives as comfortable 
here as we can. There is an admirable Jew- 
ish story to this effect, which is as follows :— 
+» © When Abraham sat at his tent door, ac- 
‘ cording to custom, waiting to entertain stran- 
* gers, he espied an old man stooping and lean- 
. *ing on his staff, weary with age and travel, 
© coming towards him, who was an hundred 
‘ years of age; he received him kindly, washed 
2A 2 
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‘his feet, provided supper, and caused, him to 
‘ sit down; but. observing that the old. man 
“ ate and prayed not, nor begged for,a,bles- 
‘ sing on his meat, asked him why he did not 
‘ worship the God of heaven. The old man 
‘told him, that he worshipped the fire only, 
‘ and acknowledged no other God; at which 

‘ answer Abraham. grew so iatienblea angry, 
* that he thrust the old man out of his tent, 
“ and exposed. him to all the evils of the nigh: 
* and an unguarded condition.. When the old 
‘ man was gone, God called to leaner and 
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y li — God ses at him, I ene 
‘ suffered him these hundred. years, although 
‘he dishonoured, me, and couldst thou noten= 
‘ dure him one night, when he gave thee no 
: trouble ? Upon this Abraham brought him 
‘ back, and gave him hospitable entertainment 
‘ and wise instructions.’ —Art of Thinking. ° 
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Lasily, Believers ought not to place their 
affections on the things of the: cooly jae more 
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who, though he drink out of silver, sup richly, 
and lie upon a: bed of down, yet: sets. not 
his heart upon these things, considering that 
he enjoys them only for a night, and: in. the 
morning raust be gone. Nor, indeed, would 
it much matter to one, who. should shift. his 
lodging so soon, theugh he. were served in, 
earthern vessels, supped. meanly, and lay up- 
on. Sao * rey 3 






_ Next, with respect.to the wicked, instead of 
oppressing and despising the righteous, ‘they 
should very highly esteem them, considering 
that it is owing to them, and for their sakes, 
that. they are preserved so long out of hell; 
for the righteous are the salt of the earth, 
which preserves the world, from total. corrup- 
tion.. They ought also to be afraid of doing 
those who belong to Christ the smallest harm; 
for he that toucheth them, toucheth, as it were, 
the apple of his eye, and at length he will 
avenge their quarrels. | 


They ought also to consider, that if they 
make not a wise improvement .of the good 
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things which they enjoy in this world, they 
will add to their condemnation in the next. 
And why should they boast themselves of the 
riches which many of them possess?. seeing 
that Dives, for all the wealth which he enjoyed 
on earth, could not so much as obtain a single 
drop of water to cool his tongue in hell. ‘The 
wicked, too, ought not to despair, sae er 
great their sins have been, or however lo 
continued in, but should take encouragem 
from the long-sparing mercies of God, seeing 
that he still waits to be gracious to them, say- 
ing, ‘ Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
‘unrighteous man his thoughts, and let’ him 
‘return unto the Lord, and he will have mer- 
‘cy upon him, and to our God, for he will 
“abundantly pardon.’ Isaiah lv. 7. They 
should then beware that they harden not their 
hearts, while the long-sparing mercy of God 
lasteth, lest he swear in his wrath that they 
shall never enter into his rest. ‘Psalm ‘xev. 2} 

To encourage them to hope, and prevent 
them from despair, they should consider that 
there are various instances. recorded ‘in the 
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sacred volume, of many as wicked, if not 
more so, than any who may read this, that 
obtained mercy. O! that sinners would then 
consider their ways, and reflect on the bound- 
less mercy of God, and be astonished that He, 
whom they have so long and grievously of- 
fended, should be infinitely more willing to 
save them than they are to be saved them- 
selves; for he hath said, ‘ But if the wicked 
‘ wil 





I tw n from all his sins that he hath com- 
‘ mitted, and keep all my statutes, and do that 
‘ which is lawful.and right, he, shall. surely 
‘ live, he shall not die. All his transgressions 
‘ that he hath committed, they. shall_not be 
‘mentioned unto him: in his righteousness 
‘ that he hath done he shall live. Have I any 
‘ pleasure at all that the wicked should die? 
‘ saith the Lord God, and not that he should 
‘return from his ways and live? Repent, and 
‘ turn yourselves from all your transgressions, 
‘ so iniquity shall not be your ruin.’ Ezek. 
xvili. 21, 22, 23—30. 


FINIS. 
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